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The PuzLIsHER to the RRA DER. 


. I1 E great Demand for this Pampblet ſufficient- 
ly ſhews how acceptable it is to the Publick ; the 
Number printed in England being above 4050, be- 
fides an Impreſſion in Scotland, and the Sale ſtill in- 
creaſing. That a Piece which tends to recommend 
ferrous Religion, ſhould be jo well received, ill, 
doubtleſs, give Pleaſure to every good Man, and 
Lover of his Country. I beg leave only to add the Re- 
verend Mr. BARKER's Opinion of it, in his Sermon 
occaſioned by the Victory obtained over the Rebels at 
CULLODEN, in the Note, p. 22. where be ſays, 
« See a Pampblet called BR1TAiNn's REMEM- 
© BRANCER, which takes notice of this and jo 
* many Things more relating to this Rebellion, and 
te proper for the right Improvement of the preſent 
& State of our Aﬀairs, that I cannot but wiſh it 


&« m every Family; and that it might be very at- 


te fentively read and conſidered. I know not the 
& Author, but I take this Opportunity, publickly 
% and heartily to thank him * his excellent Per, 
%% formance.” RL 


— 
- 


NA 
REMEMBRANCER, Oe. 


DEAR COUNTRYMEN, 


HIS ApprEss comes to your Hands at 
a Time * when it is to be hoped you are a 
little come to yourſelves, and may be ſpoke 
to, if you will bear being ſpoke to at all. 
When public Calamities have been ſtriking 
Terror into a People, and the Dread of a 
general Ruin haſtening upon them has 
forced them on thinking, then ſeems to be a proper Seaſon 
for ſuggeſting to them "Thoughts of a Kind too ſerious, and 
important to be liſtned to in Times of Peace and Tranquil- 
ly, or in the giddy Hours of Mirth and Wantonneſs. Lo 
ly before you what I think the proper and neceſſary Conſi- 
cerations upon ſuch a Juncture as this, and endeavour as well 
as I can to direct you to that Improvement of it which may 
be worthy of a wiſe and great, as well as a pious and Chriſti= 
an Nation, is the only Intention of this Application to you, 
And if there has been any Juncture within the Period of theſe laſt 
thityYears, that might give any Hopes of gaining your Attention 
to wholeſome Advice, __ this is it ; and therefore I am 
2 not 


* The firſt, Edition having been publiſhed the End of Fan. 1745. 
when the Rebel Army was flying before the Duke of Cumberland, by 
whom they were ſoon after totally routed at Culloden in the North 
of Scotland 
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not without Hopes, that what I ſhall ſay on this Occaſion 
will have ſome Effect upon you, and tend leſs or more to your 
Advantage. But, however it may ſucceed with regard to 
you, I am ſure it will turn out no way to my own Diſadvan- 
tage another Day, which is Encouragement enough to me to 
proceed in it. 

If in any Part of this little Tract, the natural Warmth 
of my Imagination, my Zeal for the Cauſe I engage in, or 
an Exceſs of Concern for my Country, ſhould give Occa- 
ſion to my uſing any Expreſſions that may appear to one Sort 
of Readers too much exaggerated or heightencd ; I hope the 
unqueſtionable Sincerity of my Intention will plead my 
Excuſe. | 

Firſt, I think I may ſafely lay it down for a Truth capable of 
Demonſtration, That if there is a God in Heaven, who by his 
Providence over-rules the Revolutions and diſpoſes the Fates of 
Nations; according to his Pleaſure raiſing one to Grandeur, and 
humbling another to the Duſt; then it is plain from two of the 
neceſſary Attributes of his Nature, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
that whatever Diſtreſſes he brings upon the Kingdoms of the 
Earth, he brings them for no other End than the Puniſhment 
of Guilt, and the moral Improvement of Mankind, It is 
plainly impoſſible, that any Evil can ariſe in the World 
againſt the Will of a Being of infinite Wiſdom and Power ; 
for by means of his Wiſdom he muſt of neceflity know what- 
ever ariſes in the World, and by his Power muſt be able to pre- 
vent it if he pleaſed ; therefore there is no ſatisfactory Account 
to be given how Wars, Famine, Peſtilence, and other AMic- 
tion come upon Mankind, but by concluding, that they are 
permitted or ſent by the Almighty for the Puniſhment of his 
diſobedient Creatures, or for Warnings to call them to Re- 
pentance and Reformation. 

There is indeed another Purpoſe for which one particular 
kind of Calamity has been permitted, I mean Perſecution ; 


and that is, for the Trial of the Faith and Conſtancy of 


pious Men, But when War, Famine, or Peſtilence are ſent 
upon a People, who have forgot God, and given themſelves 
up to Folly and Wickedneſs, then it is plain they are intend- 
ed as ſeaſonable and rouzing Alarms, to call the 'Thoughtleſs 
to Repentance, and as Scourges to puniſh the daringly Im- 
pious. Since the Concluſion of the Prophetic and Apoſtolic 
Ages, the almighty Governor of the World has uſed no other 
Method for working out his important Ends of reforming or 

puniſhing 


es — — — — — — 


eee 


- 0 


fa 


puniſhing wicked Nations, than by threatning or actually in- 
ficting upon them ſuch Judgments as will ſeverely diſtreſs 
them ; the natural Effect of which is to put them upon flying 
to ſomething divine, for that Relief which they find nothing 
human will yield. 

When the Almighty, of his great Mercy and Forbearance 
to a ſinful People, inſtead of bringing upon them the Puniſh - 
ment due to their Wickednefs, does but threaten the Blow, 
without inflicting it; when he brings a Nation to the very 
Gates of Deſtruction, and by Means wholly out of human 
Power, delivers them in a ſignal and remarkable Manner 
then does it highly concern that Nation wiſely to regard the 
Hand that has thus conſpicuouſly exerted itſelf for their De- 
liverance, and to conſider what important Leſſon is intended 
to be taught by ſuch a remarkable Interpoſition ; leſt, if they 
light theſe Warnings too often, the Patience and Forbear- 
ance of the beſt of Beings be at 1:{t provoked againſt them, 
ſo that he determine again to bring them into Danger and Fear 
as formerly, but not as formerly to deliver them. 

You have, my dear Countrymen, in one Seaſon been threat- 
ned with two heavy National Calamities, viz, a Dearth of 
Corn, and a bloody inteſtine War. As to the firſt, every 
one remembers that the Fall of Rains laſt Summer was ſo 
ſevere, and of ſo long Continuance, that the whole Harveſt of 
the Vear was generally given over for loſt; and it is cer- 
tain, that a very few Weeks more Rain had entirely cut it 
of, But that Mercy, which we have never deſerved, inter- 
poſed in the Time of our Diſtreſs. The Almighty ſhewed 
us how entirely we were in his Power ; what we might ex- 
pect, if we did not take timely Warning; and at the ſame 
Time how loth he is to treat Mankind as they deſerve. We 
let this Threatning go as it came, without ſhewing any Regard 
to it. And yet he forgave us and ſpared us. He ſcattered his 
Clouds by the Breath of his VV inds ; he commanded his Sun to 
ſhine and his Heavens again to ſmile upon us; the Earth 
yielded her Fruits, the Poor rejoiced in the Proſpect of Plenty, 
and he crowned the Year with his Goodneſs, 

You have likewiſe very lately ſeen the Sword let looſe 
amongſt you, and have been put in Fear of its coming home 
to each of your own Boſoms. You have ſeen the daring 
Emiſſary of a Popiſh Pretender preſume to invade this 
peaceful Iſland, unuſed to Scenes of Violence and Blood, and 
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16 
with a Crew of lawleſs Rebels threaten Ruin and Deſtruc- 
tion to your civil and religious Liberties, and Slavery, Perſe- 
cution and Death with Tortures, to all who ſhould refuſe 
to make ſhipwreck of a good Conſcience. You ſaw this 
Rebel-Rout over-run and conquer a very conſiderable Part 
of your Country, a great and populous City, and a Body of 
your regular Forces, All this you ſaw with Terror and 
Amazement. Confuſion filled every Heart, and Paleneſs co- 
vered every Face. You looked when this bloody Crew with 
haſty Marches ſhould arrive at your Metropolis, and lay 
the Glory of the greateſt City in the World in Duſt, You 
dreaded every Day the Arrival of a French Army on your 
Coaſts, well knowing that it was under the Umbrage of 
that reſtleſs and ambitious Nation, the Rival of your 
Greatneſs, and the old Diſturber of your Peace, that the 
curſed Scheme was framed. You ſaw yourſelves wholly de- 
ſtitute of Forces to defend you againſt the Enemy already in 
Hur Country, and much more againſt the united Force of 
the rebellious Crew. and an Army from Prance to ſecond 
them. Then did French Tyranny, Popery, and Perſecution 
preſent themſelves to your Eyes. Then did you view your 
Country as already filled with Blood, with Fire and Deſola- 
tion, a general Maſſacre begun, and the Britiſh Empire deſtined 


for a Province to France, And had they not been infatuated 


by Heaven to conſume ſo long a time in the North, inſtead of 
hurrying on towards London, immediately after the Defeat of the 
Army, what Numbers from every County in Exgland would 
have flocked in to them, fluſhed as they were with their firſt 
Succeſs, who can pretend to ſay? And had we not all the 
Reaſon in the World to fear, that their Friends in London would 
have immediately fired the City? What could then have 
been the Event of this infernal Machination, but our Coun- 
try's being plunged in a Sea of Blood, if not wholly over- 
flowed and loſt in it? Theſe were the Terrors of that 
gloomy Day, and theſe your Fears were but too well grounded, 
It was in that melancholy Criſis, when all looked black and 
threatning around you, and when no Help ſeemed to be 
near, that He, whoſe timely Interpoſition has ſo often ſaved 
this unthankful Nation in her laſt Extremity, caſt au Eye 
of Pity on your Diſtreſs, and reſolved to deliver you once 
more from your Enemies, to prove you, whether you would 
leave off your Follies, caſt your Sins behind your Backs, and 

turn 
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turn to him with your whale Hearts, or if you would forget 
your almighty and merciful Deliyerer, and return to the 
Purſuit of your Follies and Vices as before. He commanded 
his Winds to waft over your Forces from abroad. He com- 
manded an Eaſt-Wind to blow for a whole Month together, 
at a Seaſon of the Year in which they are very rarely known. 
Our Army landed, after one of the quickeſt Paſſages ever 
heard of, juſt in Time to ſupport and revive our Spirits after 
our ſudden Confternation, and to reſtore to us that Courage 
which was abſolutely neceſlary to enable us to take any farther 
Meaſures for our own Safety. 

Let any Perſon of Judgment in the Nation ſay what muſt 
have been the Conſequence, if a weſterly Wind had ſet in for 
a very few Weeks, about the Time when our Forces were fo 
much wanted from abroad, which would have been only agree- 
able to the uſual Courſe of the Seaſon; or what would have 
been the Conſequence, ifa Body of ten or twelve thouſand Men 
from France had arrived among us, at the Time when an Army of 
Cut-throats were already broke looſe in our Country ; or what 
would have been the . had the rebellious Crew, 
immediately after the Defeat of our Army, haſtned into the 
midſt of England, and hurrying on to London itſelf, taken us 
under every Diſadvantage; which was the Part they ought, 
according to Prudence, to have acted, and were expected to 
act, according to their own declared Intention, The Thought- 
leſs, who do not take the Trouble of obſerving the Ways of 
Heaven, and the Impious, who have forgot the God who 
made and governs the World, may overlook theſe remarkable 
Concurrences of Circumſtances, or conſider them as no other 
than common Accidents falling out according to the natural 
Courſe of Things: But the Wiſe and Conſiderate, I am per- 
ſuaded, will own, that it is not our own Arm that hath ſaved 
vs ; and that this Deliverance, ſo far as we are yet delivered, 
s from God. 

And now, my dear Countrymen, muſt I aſk you whether 
you think ſuch ſignal Interpoſitions in your Favour require 
any particular Regard on your Part, or whether you can per- 
ſuade yourſelves that they have no Meaning at all, and are 
no way intended to put you upon thinking, or altering your 
Conduct? Methinks the very Suppoſition that a wiſe and 
a Chriſtian Nation ſhould be capable of overlooking ſuch re- 
markable Providences, and of neglecting to make the due 

rovement of them, qught to appear an Aﬀront to your 
CharaQer, 
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Character. But, alas! the Days of Thought, Attention, 
and religious Regard to the awful Steps of Providence, are 
gone, and giddy Pleaſure and atheiſtical Ignorance have taken 
their Place, If there are however any left among us, who 
have not reſolved to harden their Hearts againſt all Thought 
and Reflection, to them I willingly write, and do not grudge 
the Trouble of laying before them the following brief View 
of the characteriſtic Vices of the Age, which we are ſo loud- 
ly called upon by theſe awful Threatnings of Heaven to re- 
form without Delay. And if any, from a ſincere Delire of 
their own Amendment and that of others, of appeaſing the 
Wrath of Heaven, and preventing a much more fatal Viſita- 
tion, would know what are the peculiar Vices which diſtin- 
guiſh this unhappy Age from all the paſt, and againſt which 
the late Vengeance of Heaven was particularly threatned ; 
I wiſh the Anſwer were not ſo ready as it is, and that it were 
not ſo obvious to every Eye, that Luxury and IRR ELIG10N, 
which are inſeparable Companions, are the characteriſtic 
Vices of the Age, and that our degenerate Times and cor- 
rupt Nation have the Unhappineſs of being ſingular in tais 
Reſpect; that, whereas in all the other Kingdoms of the 
World, and all the Ages of it, it has ever been only the 
Rich and Great who have either had Taſte enough to pretend 
to conſume their Lives and Incomes in Luxury and Pleaſure, or 
Infolence enough to preſume to treat all Things ſerious and ſa- 
cred with Contempt : On the contrary, with us no Rank or 
Station is too low for either of theſe polite Vices ; for at this 
Day hardly any Man thinks himſelf ſo mean as not to be above 
Religion, Frugality and Sobriety. But when I ſay theſe two 
are the diſtinguiſhing Vices of the Age, I am far enough from 
meaning that they are the only ones. No; tho' they alone 
are more than ſufficient to ſink a Nation, yet we want not for 
a numerous Train of others that always follow at their Hecls. 
For when Luxury and Irreligion enter a Nation, with them 
enter Venality, Perjury, Faction, Oppoſition to legal Autho- 
rity, Idleneſs, Gluttony, Drunkenneſs, Leudneſs, excefhve 
Gaming, Robberies, clandeſtine Marriages, Breach of Ma- 
trimonial Vows, Self-murders, and innumerable others, Here 
is a Legion of Furies ſufficient to rend any State or Empire 
that ever was in the World to pieces ; and accordingly we 
find, from univerſal Hiſtory, that no Degree of Wealth, of 
Trade, of Naval or Military Force, have ever been ſuffici- 


ent to ſupport any Nation where Luxury and Vice have 
3 pe 


9] 


prevailed, but on the contrary the greateſt Empires in all 
Ages have ſunk before them. 

hope it will not be to your Diſadvantage to obſerve, from 
the few following Inſtances, the Truth of this Aflertion, 
which may ſhew you what you are to expect, and what will 
be the Iſſue of your Conduct, if you do not alter it in 
Time. 

The firſt great Empire in the World, viz. the AHrian, 
the Capital of which was Nineveb, owed its Deſtruction en- 
tirely to the Luxury of its Prince Sardanapalus, of whom 
Diodorus, Fuſtin, &c. give the following Account, That he 
ſurpaſſed all his Predeceſſors in Effeminacy, Luxury, and 
Cowardice, That he never went out of his Palace, but ſpent 


ail his Time among a Company of Women, dreſſed, and 


painted like them, and employed like them at the Diſtaff, 
That he placed all his Glory in the Poſſeſſion of immenſe 
Treaſures, in Feaſting, Rioting, and indulging himſelf in all 
the moſt infamous and criminal Pleaſures. Which Luxury 
ſome of his own Generals growing impatient of, and deſpiſ- 
ing to be governed by him, took Arms againft him, entirely 
overturned the Empire, and broke it into three Kingdoms. 
Such was the Effect of Luxury and Vice in one Perſon. 
What may they not then produce, when they become fo uni- 
verſal as to debauch a whole Nation ? ' 

The Babylonian Empire, fo called from the City Babylon 
its Capital, aroſe after the Fall of that properly called the 
Aſjrian, It grew to great Splendor and Riches, and thoſe 
Riches produced great Luxury, which proved the Ruin of the 
State. For the City and Empire were taken by Darius the 
Median, in the Night by Surprize, while the King Belſbaxxar, 
his Wives and his Concubines, with a Thouſand of the Nobles 
of the Land, were engaged in a Debauch *. So little did this 
luxurious Monarch and his Court profit by the Example of the 
Ruin which Luxury and Vice had before brought upon the 
Aſhrian Empire. 

The Perſian Empire, which aroſe on the Ruins of the Ba- 
bylentan, acquiring immenſe Riches by that Conqueſt, fell alſo 
into great Luxury, and in Time exceeded the Babylonian 
in that very Vice, which they ſaw bring on its Deſtruction. 
For in Xerxes's Time, when he invaded Greece with an Army 
of above two Millions and a half, the Number of the Ser- 
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vants and Attendants exceeded that of the Soldiers: But that 
of the Concubines, Eunuchs, and other Implements of Luxu- 
ry which accompanied his Army, according to Ferodotus, 
was beyopd Reckoning. And the Event was anſwerable, 
for almoſt this whole Multitude was deſtroyed. The Luxu- 
ry of this Army was fo great, that in Mardonius's Camp, 
(who was left by Xrxes to finiſh the War, which he him- 
ſelf thought proper to deſert with great Precipitation) there 
were found ſuch prodigious Sums in Gold and Silver, beſides 
Cups, Veſſels, Beds, Tables, Necklaces, and Bracelets of 
Gold and Silver, not to be valued, that J»ftin gives it as 
his Judgment, That theſe very Spoils proved fatal to all 
Greece, by becoming the Inſtruments of introducing Luxury 
among her Inhabitants, And when afterwards the Empire 
was attacked by Alexander, its whole Power fell before him 
at the Head of a Handful (for ſuch they were, compared to 
the Army of Darius) of Troops not enervated by Luxury, 
in which Darius indulged kimſelt to ſuch a Decree, as could 
not fail to ruin his Expedition; the very Army being incum- 
bered with ſuch a numerous Train of Printeſſes, Concubines, 
Eunuchs, and Domeſtics of both Sexes, that their Proceſſion 
in Chariots, with all manner of Magnificence, made his 
Expedition appear more like a Triumph or a Pageant, than 
the March of an Army to Battle. It is obſerved by Seneca, 
that the Perſians carried their Luxury and Extravagance in the 
Army, with reſpect to their Tents, Chariots, and good 
Cheer, to a greater Exceſs, if poſſible, than they. did in 
their Cities. The fineſt Meats, the rareſt Birds, and the 
moſt exquiſite Dainties, muſt be found for the Prince, in 
what Part ſoever of the World he was encamped. They 
had their Veſſels of Gold and Silver without Number; “ In- 
0 ſtruments of Luxury, ſays & Curtius, not of Victory, and 
© more proper to allure and enrich an Enemy, than to repel 
or defeat them,” 

One would have thought that Alexander, who himſelf over- 
power'd the vaſt Army of Perſia by the mere Advantage of 
his Troops being hardned to War, whereas thoſe of Darius 
were efteminated by Luxury to ſuch a Degree, that thirty 
Thouſand Macedonians proved victorious over fix Hundred 
Thouſand Perſians; one would have thought, I ſay, that 
Alexander himſelf would have been in no Danger, with ſuch 
an Example before his Eyes, of ſplitting upon the ſame Rock 
that had proved ſo fatal to Darius, But we are told by Ju- 
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| Ain, ** That he degenerated into the Luxuty and Vices of 
« the Perſians, whom by means of that very Luxury, he had 
« Overcome. That he ſuffered his Army to debauch them- 
: & ſelves in the ſame manner, That afterwards he gave himſelf 


, « up to the moſt unkingly Cruelty againit his own Friends, one 
4 © of whom he murdered” for expreſſing himſelf a little freely 
a & concerning his Faults. That he then proceeded to demand 
8 & divine Honours to be paid to him, which ſome of his Mi- 
f * niſters bravely refuling, he baſely cauſed them to be mur- 
K « dered.“ At length, degencrating into immodetate Intem- 
U perance and Drunkenneſs, he died ſuddeuly in the midſt of a 
Y Debauch Whether he was poiſoned by ſome of his Nobles, 


whom he had provoked by his Cruelties, as ſome Writers af- 
firm, or whether his Death was the Effect of Drunkennels, 
as others aſſert, comes to the ſame Purpoſe, to wit, that he 
fell a Sacrifice to his own Luxury and Vices. With him fell 
the Empire he had raiſed, being immediately divided 
into ſeveral Kingdoms, which his Favourites ſhared amongſt 
them. 

Thus have we ſeen the three firſt univerſal Monarchies, 
viz, the Aſſyrian or Babylonian, the Per ian, and the Grecian, 
ſuffer ſeveral terrible Shocks, and at laſt ſink under Luxury 
and Vice. Let us now ſce what Effects they had upon the 
fourth, viz, the Roman. 

It is remarkable, that after Lucullus debauched the Romans 
with the Luxury of Afia, they did not preſerve their Liber- 
ties for half a Century; the perpetual Dictatorſhip being 
within that Time uſurped by Julius Ceſar, which provoked 
Brutus, and thoſe who ſtood with him for Freedom, to cut 
him of, The Commonwealth was immediately upon this 
involved in a bloody Civil War, in which ſome of the greateſt 
Men of Rome fell. From theſe Times, the ancient fimple 
Roman Virtue gradually ſunk more and more, till the Em- 
pire at laſt was torn to picces by the Irruption of the Northern 
Nations. 

We are told by Salliſt, That the principal Tools which 
Catiline (after the Expedition of Luca ſus) made uſe of for 
carrying his Conſpiracy into Execution, were ſuch of the Men 
of Birth in Rome as had by their Luxury and Extrayagance 
conſumed their Eſtates, (and who conſequently were willing 
to engage in any Deſign fram which they had a Chance of re- 
pairing them by Plunder) and thoſe of the Army, whom 
Hlla in his Wars in Au had debauched with Luxury and 

| B 3 Pleaſure, 
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Pleaſure, in order to engage them the more ſtrongly to bis 
Party. From this Conſpiracy the greateſt Empire in the 
World was in the mom imminent Danger of a total Subverſion, 
and muſt have fallen before it, but for the unequalled Saga- 
city and Vigilance of Cicero, who was then Conſul, and who, 
for his ſucceſsful Care of the State, received the honourable 
Title of, The Father of his Country. 

To add no other particular Inſtances, which would be end- 
leſs ; how the Raman Empire funk from one Degree to ano- 
ther of Luxury, Venality, and Effeminacy, till at length it 
was divided into ten Kingdoms, by the Goths and Vandals, is 
very well known to all that are in the leaſt acquainted with 
the Reman Hiſtory, and that its Ruin was owing to its Vices, 
and to its Vices only, which enervated its ancient Strength, 
and gave it a Prey to its Enemies. 

Your Patience would fail me before I could give an Ac- 
count of one half of the fatal Effects of Luxury and Vice 
upon the other States, Empires, and Cities of the World. 

et I cannot avoid mentioning the Deſtruction of the luxu- 
rious City of Tarentum, the Manners of that People having 
very much reſembled our own at this Day. We are told by 
Strabo, Plutarch, &c. that there were more Feſtivals, ſo- 
lemn Games, and publick Feaſts in this City than Days in 
the Year. That, upon an outrageous Inſult offered by them 
to the Romans, being drawn into a War with them, their 
Pride and Wantonneſs were ſo great, that they neither knew 
bow to conduct it, nor to avoid it by a prudent Peace. That 
having called in King Pyrrbus to manage it for them, the 
whole People ſoon began to exclaim againſt him, (much in 
the ſame licentious Manner as many People in England 
are wont to ſhew their Wit and their Ignorance, by railing 
againſt their Governors) becauſe he found it neceſſary, in or- 
der to qualify them for War, to eſtabliſh an exact military 
Diſcipline among them. Some even quitted the City, think- 
ing it a Condition of inſupportable — not to be per 
mitted to live the fame idle and voluptuous Life, while they 
were engaged in War with a powerful Enemy, as they uſed 
to indulge themſelves in, in Times of Peace and Proſperity. 
The War ended accordingly in the total Overthrow of that 

werful City, once ſo famous for its Wealth, Trade, and 
— xa | 

'The Character of the Sybarites, and the Ruin of their 
City and State, are likewiſe ſo peculiarly proper to my Pape 
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3 that I cannot help abridging their Story. This City became 
c ſo very powerful, as to be able to raiſe an Army of three hun- 
4 dred thouſand Men. Their Wealth ſoon introduced Luxury, 
- and ſuch a Diſſolution of Manners as is almoſt incredible, if 
it were not atteſted by Strabo, and other authentick Writers, 


0 The Citizens employed themſelves in nothing but Banquets, 

Games, Shows, Parties of Pleaſure and Carouſals. Public 
. Rewards were beſtowed on thoſe who gave the moſt magni- 
J= fcent Entertainments; and even on ſuch ingenious Cooks as 
it were beſt ſkilled in the important Art of making Improve- 
8 ments in the dreſſing of nice Diſhes, and inventing new Re- 
h finements to tickle the Palate. They carried their Delicacy to 
8, the monſtrous Length of ſending out of the City all manner 


of noiſy Artificers, as Blackſmiths, Carpenters, &c. and de- 
froying all the Cocks, that their downy Slumbers might not 
be diſturbed by any Noiſe. 

This unbounded Luxury naturally produced Diſſentions, 
which proved their Ruin; one of the contending Parties 
having Intereſt enough to engage the Crotonians to come 
azainft the City with an Army, which tho only equal to a 
third Part of that which the Sybarites brought into the Field, 
yet not being enervated by Luxury, as that of the Sybarites 
was, proved victorious over them, and totally overthrew their 
City and State. 

Why ſhould I weary you with a long Account of the ancient 
date and Deſtruction of the great City of Corinth ? A City | 
once ſo eminent for its fine Harbours, its extenſive Trade, and | 
its Wealth, as to draw upon it the Envy of Rome herſelf, 
This Wealth puffed them up ſo with Infolence, that they 
caſt the moſt provoking Indignities they could think of upon 
the Roman Embaſſadors, In Revenge for which the Romany 
nt L. Mummius againſt them, who burnt their City and 
razed it to the Ground. 

Why ſhould I enlarge on the Fall of the great City of 
Cenflantinople, which at its DeſtruQtion was got to a prodi- 
gious Height of Splendor and Riches, which the Inhabitants 
refuſed to part with for their own Security. The Turks were 'x 
{o enriched with its Plunder, that it became a Proverb, if any | 
Man acquired great Wealth on a ſudden, that he had been, 
* at the Sack of Canſfantinopie “. 
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Or why ſhould I meation the Conqueſt of Syr:a by the 
Mabemetan Saracens, the Inhabitants of which were grown 
ſo wicked from the great Riches and Eaſe they enjoyed, that 
they themſelves imputed their Miſeries to the juit Judgments 
of God tor their prodigious Luxury *. 

Theſe are ſome of the Ravages, which the infernal Mon— 
ſter Luxv&y and its attendant Vices have been making upon 
the Nations of the Earth for almoſt theſe three thouſand Y cars 
backwards. The mightieſt Empires, the richeſt Kingdoms, 
and the beſt fortiſied Cities have fallen before them. And 
what can Britain then expect but to ſhare their Fate, if ſue 
do not take Warning by their Fall ? 

And now, for the L 
any one deſire to have it proved to him, that we are in the 
preſent Age arrived to an Exceſs in that Vice beyond all the 
paſt, from which the greateſt Danger may be feared to the 
State, both on Account of the natural Conſequences of that 
Vice itſelf, and the others, which are its conſtant Attendants, 
and likewiſe of its judicial Conſequences, or the Vengeance it 
is likely to bring upon us from the Hand of Heaven; I ſzy, 
ſhould any one deſire to have a Demonſtration of the exccſhvc 
Luxury of our Times, it might ſeem ſufficient only to deſire 
him to take a ſuperficial Survey of the Manner of Life of al- 
moſt every Rank in the Nation, but eſpecially the very lowelt, 
and he will hardly ſee any thing elſe but Luxury, Pleaſure, 
and Extravagance ſtaring him in the Face, wherever he turns 
his Eyes in Town and Country. 

As to the Conduct of the higheſt Ranks in the Nation in 
this Reſpect, to ſay the Truth, it is leſs to be blamed than 
that of their Inferiors. It were to be wiſhed indeed, that they 
would live moſtly upon their own Eſtates, and within their 
Incomes, and that they would make the beſt of thei; Eſtates 
by keeping their Accounts and tranſacting their Buſineſs them- 
ſelves, without the Intervention of a Pack of raſcally Stewards 
and Rent-gatherers, whoſe Practice it is too commonly to 
plunder the Landlord with one Hand and the Tenant with 
the other. 

Again, if any one deſires to enquire into the Character of 
the trading Part of the Nation as to Luxury, let him take 2 
View of the Manner of Life in all the conſiderable Cities in 
Britain, but eſpecially in this once great and flouriſhing Me- 


— — 


* Oalley's Hilt. of the Saracens, p. 27, and 222. : 
tropolis. 
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tropolis, Whoever does fo, will ſee little elſe than Scenes of 
Wantonneſs, Pleaſure, and Extravagance. In theſe Streets, 
which in the laſt Ages were filled with decent Citizens dreſſed 
in a Garb, plain, uniform, and fit for Buſineſs, he will now 
ſee a motley Race of Engliſb Traders burleſqued into French 
Dancing- Maſters ; their Cloaths bepatched with Lace, their 
Hands unfitted for Buſineſs by being muffled up in Cambrick 
to the Fingers Ends, and their Feet crippled by Wooden- 
heeled Shoes of ſome Inches high. That theſe French Fop- 
peries ſhould thus fill the Heads and diſguiſe the Perſons of our 
Citizens, ſeems no hopeful Omen for the Trade of England. 
If he goes into the Houſes of the Citizens (and not of the 
richeſt neither) the Luxury, the Expence, the Number of 
Servants, and the Entertainment of a Palace will meet his 
Eyes. If he viſits a Tradeſman of the meaneſt Rank, he will 
ſee nothing leſs than gilt China- ware, Silver- Plate, and Choice 
of foreign Wines adorn his Board . 

Where are now the ſober and regular Manners of our Fa- 
thers, when it was the conſtant Cuſtom of the Citizens to 
riſe betimes according to the Order of Nature, and employ 
the Morning in examining their Accounts, adjuſting their 
Warehouſes and Shops, and preparing themſelves for the buſy 
Hours of the Day? When the Exchange was ſhut at Twelve, 
and Dinner over every where by One ; when they ſpent their 
Evenings at home in inſtructing their Children, Apprentices, 
and Servants, in the Principles of Virtue and Religion, and 
concluded every Day with the laudable Exerciſe of Family- 
devotion ? In place of theſe decent and regular Methods of 
lying, our Citizens now find it hard to riſe by Ten, to get 
dreſs'd for the Change by T'wo, to get Dinner and the Bottle 
after it over by four; and in an Hour after the joking Club, 
the wanton Play-houſe in Winter, and the luxurious Muſick- 
Garden in Summer, call them from the peaceful Enjoyment 
of their Families at home, from the Inſtruction of their 


n 


* The modern Extravagance in Dreſs has alſo given riſe to the 
enormous Expence of Coaches, which are now found abſolutely ne- 
eefiry for ſaving our fine Cloaths, but might be wholly ſpared, 
would People content themſelves with Apparel fit for Uſe. Won- 
derful ! that only in Queen Eljzaberh's Time there was not a Coach 
n Exgland, and that in a Courſe of about 130 Years the Number 
of them ſhould be beyond Reckoning. 
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Children and Dameſticks, and from the Worſhip of Him in 
whoſe Power alone it is to ſend a Bleſſing upon their ſecular 
Employments. Nor do they think the Midnight-hour too late 
to conclude their Pleaſures, or to feek that Reſt which Nature, 
wearied with a Round of Follies, requires. Thus does Luxury 
invert the beautiful Ordination of Heaven, which appointed 
the Day for Labour, and the Night for Reſt. 

And is it then any Wonder that the riſing Generation 
have no more Senſe or Underſtanding of Chriſtianity than if 
they had never heard of it, and that the London Apprentices 
are, _ ſpeaking, a Sett of mere Town-Rakes? Is it 
any Wonder that the Affairs of Families are neglected, 
when the Maſters of them are gone abroad in Purſuit of Plez- 
ſure one Way, and their Wives another? Or is it to be ex- 
pected, that an extravagant Apprentice or Journeyman, who 
has not had one Principle of Honeſty or Religion infuſed into 
his Mind by Education, will not lay hold on ſuch Opportu- 


nities for plundering his Maſter for the Gratification of his 


own Luſts and Appetites ? If People will not take care of 
their own Houſes themſelves, how can they expect other; 
ſhould do it for them ? Indeed I cannot conceive how they 
can reliſh any Mirth or Pleaſure abroad, while their Houſes 
at home are liable to be ſtript or fired by the Careleſſneſs or 
Diſhoneſty of Servants. And if the Scenes of Pleaſure and 
Gaiety, which they paſs through abroad, are at all reliſhed by 
them, the Effect they muſt have on their Minds mult be, 
only to make their Buſineſs a Drudgery, and their own Homes 
dull and tireſome. 
The modern Luxury and Extravagance of the Citizens ap- 
from nothing more convincingly than its viſible Effecis, 
mean the frequent Bankruptcies of late, which have brought 
Things at length to that Paſs, that now it is hardly thought 
— to the Credit of a Trader that he make a Stop of 
ayments, if he eſcapes being fairly declared a Bankrupt, And 
indeed how can Bankruptcy miſs to be the Conſequence, when 
dur young Traders now-a-days uſually begin where formerly the 
old ones ended, I mean, with furniſhing a Town-houſe and a 
Country-houſe, ſetting up Coaches, or keeping Horſes, mak- 
ing as great a Shew as poſſible of Wealth and Trade, 
and taking as much Credit as they can have by any Means, 
without making any Allowances for the innumerable Chance 
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of Trade, and Dangers of being diſappointed of Returns to 
enable them to make due Payments. 

How many Inſtances have we of the terrible Conſequences 
of Extravagance among Traders? ſome of whom have been 
forced by their Neceſlities upon the fatal and wretched Shift of 
endeavouring to patch up their Credit by Gaming ; which 
only ſinks them ſo much the deeper. Others we have ſeen 
betake themſelves to the Highway, and in endeavouring to 
recover their ruined Fortunes, make Shipwreck of Life, For- 
tune and Soul at once, 

But what above ajl gives the moſt diſmal Proſpe& of the 
State of the Nation is the monſtrous, and hitherto unequalled 
Luxury which prevails among the very loweſt Ranks of the 
People. It is very well known, that now even the poor Me- 
chanick, by whoſe Labour the Trade of our Country ought 
to be ſupported, has learned to ſpend cyery Sunday, and at leaſt 
the two following Days of the Week, in Drunkenneſs and 
Wleneſs, and to lay out generally the whole Earnings of the 
toregoing Week in procuring to himſelf a Taſte of thoſe 
leighten'd Pleaſures, which even in the luxurious Age of King 
Charles IT. were thought only fit for People of Fortune to run 
mad after; I mean, getting drunk, haunting of Bawdy- 
houſes, ſeeing Plays, hearing Muſick, &c. So that in our 
Days every Journeyman has as high à Reliſh of Pleaſure, and 
3 fine a Taſte, as they affect to call it, of Plays and Muſic, 
23 moſt of the Gentry of the above-mentioned infamous Age. 
And isit then any Wonder that we cannot carry our Manu- 
factures to foreign Markets on equal "Terms with the Rivals 
of our Trade; with the additional Charge of foreign Wines, 
Muficians and Players to be added to their Price ? 

To give a full View of the Luxury of the Age, my dear 
Countrymen, would carry mea great Way beyond the intend- 
ed Length of this Pamphlet and of your Patience, To have 
juſt Notions of the State of this epidemic Vice let any Man 
cpen his Eyes, and every Object will preſent it to his View. For 
in every Street of this great Metropolis he will ſee one 
Tavern or Houſe of Entertainment within Call of another *; 
whereas it is known, that only in the Days of the Fathers of 
* — Tb FA b — 

am credibly informed, that by an Account taken of the 
publick Houſes of different Kinds in only one pariſh in London, they 
were found to be no leſs than fifteen hundred. What mutt then be 
the whole Number within che 2 4 Mortality? 
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People now alive, ſtrong Liquors were fold no where but at 
the Shops of Apothecaries. In the Dreſs of the Inhabitanty 
he will ſee Journeymen and Chambermaids got beyond the 
Pitch of the Quality of laſt Age. In every Village round the 
City he will ſee every Sixth Houſe poſſeſſed by a Retailer 
of ſtrong Liquors, and prepared for the Reception of the 
rambling Inhabitants, of which he will ſee fuch Numbers ca- 
rouſing in each of them every Sunday, when the Weather is 
fair, as would make a Stranger conclude there was a general 
Carnival in the Nation, and that all the Inhabitants were broke 
looſe. In every delightful Spot around the City he will ſee 
a Retreat ſet apart for Muſick, Wine, and Wantonneſs, and 
there he will ſee ſuch Magnificence, Taſte, and Expence as is 
beyond the Power of moſt Princes in Europe to ſupport ; and 
all for the Entertainment of the Inhabitants of a City which 
was once the Seat of Frugality, Trade, Induftry, Sobriety, 
Religion, and every Virtue that could make a Nation great 
and happy. If he looks into the publick News-Papers, he 
will ſee them filled with Advertiſements of Races, Cock- 
Matches, Plays, Muſick-Gardens, Balls, Aſſemblies, Operas, 
Concerts, Maſquerades, Breakfaſting-houſes, Ridottos, and 
Fire-works. And to ſhew how our Pleaſures have ingroſſed 
us, and into what a Lethargy they have ſunk us, in the very 
Papers, which lately gave Accounts from time to time of the 
Progrefs of the Rebels, whoſe Arrival at our Metropolis we 
dreaded every Day, and from which a general Maſlacre was 
reaſonably to be expected; in the very ſame Paper, I fay, 
one Paragraph contained the Hiſtory of their Motions, and 
the very next invited us to a Play or a Horſe-Race. And, if 
he ſteps into the Theatre, it will be hard for him to ſay whe- 
ther Luxury or Wickedneſs prevails there moſt ; but (to 
poſtpone the Wickedneſs of the Theatre till afterwards) 
ſurely the Magnificence of the Decorations, the Drefles of 
the Players, the Finery of the Audience, and the Indolence 
of their Appearance, as they fit diflolved in Pleaſure and 
Gaiety, would incline a Being who did not know the State 
of Human Nature, and who had been tranſported thither 
from another World, to conclude, that Mankind were an 
Order of Creatures placed here on Earth merely to enjoy 
themſelves for a Courſe of Years, without being obliged to any 
Manner of Duty, or that their whole Duty were to invent 
the moſt exquiſite Gratifications for their Senſes, and indulge 
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1191 
themſelves in the moſt exquiſite Pleaſures that could be found 
Out. 

We may think of this Matter as we pleaſe, but it will be 
found hereafter, that no Son or Daughter of Adam has any In- 
dulgence from Heaven to live a Life of abſolute Indolence and 
Pleaſure without filling up a certain Station and doing the Du- 
ties of a certain Sphere. Were we even an Order of Beings 
abſolutely innocent and blameleſs, it is not to be conceived, that 
the almighty Governor of the World would ſee us with Satiſ- 
faction conſume our Time in a manner altogether uſeleſs to 
ourſelves or our Fellow-Creatures, tho' the Enjoyments we 
amuſed ourſelves with were otherwiſe harmleſs : But for an of- 
fending, guilty Order of Creatures, who are continually pro- 
voking the Diſpleaſure of our Maker, and in continual Danger 
of bringing down his Vengeance upon our Heads, to paſs away 
the Time of Trial for an everlaſting State in Pleaſure, and in 
criminal Pleaſure too, while we ought to be endeavouring by 
Penitence for our Faults to avert the Funiſhment due to us, and 
by a conſtant Watch over our Conduct to qualify ourſelves for 
being fit Objects of heavenly Mercy; I fay, for ſuch an Or- 
der of Creatures as we are to live the Life we do, what is it 
but for a Sett of Criminals to revel in Priſon with Wine and 
Muſick, and to inſult their Judge to his Face? 

From this curſed Fountain, among many other poiſonous 
Streams, flows that fatal one of the unhappy Diviſions of our 
Country. While ſo many among the Great by their Extra- 
vagance run out their Fortunes, it is no wonder that ſo 
many want to fiſh in troubled Waters, and can find in their 
Hearts to divide a Nation for the ſake of gaining their own 
private Purpoſes. And when Men of inferior Ranks find 
their Affairs going into Diſorder, they readily become proper 
Dupes to the Heads of Factions, and are then fit to join in 
the Clamour againſt their Governors. Were People at Eaſe 
in their own private Fortunes, they could not ſo ſoon be put 
ina Paſſion at the Proceedings of the Government. What 
gives me the moſt Diſguſt in this Matter is, that thoſe ſimple 
People, who are ſo good-natured as to let out their Paſſions 
for nothing to the Heads of Parties, are commonly the moſt 
ignorant both of the Hiſtory of other Countries, and the pre- 
ſent State and true Intereſt of their own, are commonly the 
fartheſt from the Springs of Government, and conſequently 
know leaſt what Difficulties a Government have to ſtruggle 
with, and in what peculiar Circumſtances they are involved. 
Thus they that are leaſt qualified for finding Fault are, generally 
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ſpeaking, loudeſt in their Complaints. That ever Men ſhould 
pretend to ſettle the Affairs of Nations, while their own exorbi- 
tant Defires and Appetitcs are in an Uproar within them, or to 
find Fault with thoſe who have the Government of Kingdoms in 
their Hands, while themſelves cannot govern their own Paſſions! 

Nor is it to be imputed to any other Cauſe than unbounded 
Luxury, that the People of Great Britain, formerly a Nation 
of Heroes, are now ſo enervated and effeminate, that if they 
happen to be deſtitute of an Army trained to War and Hard- 
ſhip, they are before an Enemy as a Flock of Sheep before 
Wolves; as appears from what we have ſeen but the other 
Day, viz. a Banditti of hardy Ruffians penetrating into the 
Heart of our Country without Interruption or Oppolition from 
the People, and likely to reach our Metropolis itſelf, had they 
not been prevented by the Army“. 

Thus have I laid before you, my dear Countrymen, a very 
brief View of a very copious Subject, viz. the modern 
Luxury of our unhappy Country, The other epidemic 
Difeaſe I mentioned, from whence the moſt fatal Effects are 
to be feared, and which is inſeparable from the former, 1s 
IRRELIGION. And here I am got, if poſſible, into a 
larger Field than before, and into a Subject, which yields 
a more gloomy Profpe& than the former, If the unboune- 
ed Luxury of the Age has the falſe Plea of great Wealth 
and Trade to ſupport it (tho' it is certain no Degree cf 
Wealth or Trade are ſufficient for it;) if it ſhould pretend, 
tho' fallly, that its natural Conſequences are more to be 
feared than its judicial: If Luxury, J ſay, ſhould pretend 
to theſe wretched and ſophiſtical Detence:, Irreligion can- 
not; for it is more incxcuſable in this Age (an Age of 
the greateſt Light and Knowledge that lies been for above 
theſe twelve hundred Years backwards) than in all the 
paſt ; and it is Iikewiſe a more certain Means of bringing 
Deſtruction upon a Nation than even Luxury itfelf. For, 
if there be a God in Heaven, it is not to be imagined he 
will long ſuffer a Nation to flouriſh, which ſhews the utmoſt 
Contempt for the beſt 2114 moſt ſublime Diſpenſation of Re- 
ligion that can be laid t.cfore the Sons of Men, That many 
People in England are at this Day guilty of this atrocious and 
provoking Crime, needs no other Proof than what will ap- 
pear to any one, who will but caſt the moſt careleſs Eye upon 
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* The Rebel Army having come as far as Derby, within leſs 
than a hundred Miles of London. 
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the Ways of all Ranks in the Nation, the Clergy themſelves 
not excepted, to our inexpreſſible Confuſion and their indelible 
Diſgrace be it ſpoken. 

The irreligion of the preſent Age is above ſneaking out 
of Sight or concealing itſelf. It appears without bluſhing in 
our News-Papers, walks in State at our Declarations of War, 
preſides at our Elections, and reigns without Controul at our 
public Diverſions. 

The following and ſuch like Bravadoes meet our Eyes al- 
moſt in evecy — The Fleets are in high Spirits, 
« and only long for a hearty Bruſh with the Dons. We only 
« defire the Arm of Fleſh may be left to decide the Quar- 
« rel, We doubt not but the brave Admiral ſuch-a-one with 
«© his glorious Fleet will ſoon give ea good Account of the 
« Enemy. Let England but take Care of her Fleet, and 
« what has ſhe to fear?“ 

In all which there is ſo far from any Appearance of a 
Senſe of Dependence upon Heaven, that we ſeem rather de- 
firous to ſtand by our own Strength than be beholden to the 
Aſſiſtancc of the God of Battles. I ſhall only at preſent 
add on this Particular, that had ſuch Expreſſions as the above 
and many others of the ſame Kind, that have paſſed unpu- 
niſhed in the public News-Papers ſince the Commencement 
of the Spauiſb War, been publiſhed at Athens or Rome, the 
Publiſhers had been treated as Contemners of the Gods of their 
Country ®, 

And, 


* 


To quote all the Paſſages from Heathen Writers, in which they 
ſpeak of the Reverence due by States and Empires to the ſuperior 
Powers, and of the abſolute Dependance on them, which they 
ought to expreſs in all their public Undertakings, would fill a Vo- 
lume. I ſhall therefore only refer the Reader to the Writings of the 
loole and wanton Horace himſelf, for fome Expreſſions, which diſcover 
a Senſe of Reverence and Submiſſion to the Gods, that may put the 
Chriſtians of our degenerate Age and Nation out of Countenance. 
dee Book I. Ode 2. where (wer/e 35) he intreats ſeveral of the in- 
ferior Deities to intercede with Jupiter, that he would not deſtroy 
the Roman Empire for the Murder of Fulius Cz/ar. Ode 12. ver. 14. 
he ſays Jupiter has the ſupreme Diſpoſal of the Affairs of Gods 
and Men. See alſo wer/e 49. Ode 34. is an Acknowledgement of the 
abſolute Power of Jupiter to over-rule all human Affairs. Book. III. 
Oe. 1. werſe 6. he calls Jupiter ſupreme King over all Earthly Mo- 
narchs, and ſays all Things depend upon his Nod. He ſpeaks bo 
the 
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And, now I mention the Spanyhb War, I appeal to the 
Thouſands, who ſaw it declared, whether there appeared in 
the Bchaviour and Converſation of the People of London on 
that Occaſion, the lealt Senſe of Humanity for their Fellow- 
Creatures, who were likely to ſuffer in it, or the leaſt Depen- 
dence on Heaven for the Succeſs of it ; or whether the Spirit, 
which reigned at that Time in England was not a Spirit of 
Inſolence and Defiance both of God and Man ? It is plain 
from the Keman Hiſtory, that that humane People (though 
Strangers to our Religion, which teaches us that the whole 
Succeis of War depends upon the over-ruling Providence of 
God) always engaged in it with a deeper Senſe of Dependence 
upon their Gods, who yet were Idols and no Gods, than we 
ſhew on Him, who docs in the Armies of Heaven and among the 
dnhabitants of the Earth whatever pleaſes him, and whsſe Hard 
naue can ſlay *. 

Further, it is wholly owing to the Luxury and Senſuality 
of the Age, that a Religion, which has upon it all the Cha- 
racers, a Revelation from God can be imagined to have, is 
rejected and deſpiſed in this unhappy Nation. 

What avails it that the important Truths of Chriſtianity 
have of late been ſo deeply enquired into, that they have been 
oppoſed by the moſt ſubtle Writers of the Deiſtical Party, 
and defended by the greateſt Maſters of Human Reaſon, and 
that the Reſult of this Enquiry is, that theſe facred 
Truths have by that Means been better eſtabliſhed to the Sa- 
tisfaction of every fair Examiner than if they had never 
been controverted z what avails, I ſay, all this ſtrict and 

ſevere 


_— 


be 


the ſame Purpoſe, Ode 4. werſe 45. See alſo ver 66. Ode 6. of 
the ſame Book is written expreſly to charge the Romans with the 
Contempt of Religion and Depravatioa of Manners, and to affure 
them that from thence proceeded the Miſeries of all Tracy. He 
there particularly aſfirms (ver/e 5.) that the Roman Empire was 
raiſed to its Greatneſs by the Gods for the Devotion of the People. 

I cannot help taking notice of the Inſolence and Defiance of 
Heaven which appears in the Names that are given to the Ships of 
the Briti Navy; and the Genius of the People appears as plain 
in this as in Things of greater Conſequence. The Yi#ory, the 
Dreaduzought, the Superb, the Terror, the Thunder, and the Lizht- 
ming, ſeem to me very improper Names for frail Veſſels liable every 
Moment to be ſwallowed up by the devouring Waves, whenever 
it ſhall pleaſe Him who has the Power of them, to give them ſuch 
a Commiſoa. 


1 
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ſevere Scrutiny, and the convincing Proof of the Truth of 
the Chriſtian Religion, which it has produced, if there be 
at this Day a more numerous Party of Deiſts, who are ſuch 
merely from Ignorance and Senſuality, than of Chriſtians who 
are ſuch in Belief and Practice from a ſair and thorough Exa- 
mination, 


What avails it, that any Man, who will fairly enquire 


into the Chriſtian Religion, will find, that the Scheme, as it 
e ſands in the Scriptures taken literally, is fo far from being un- 
f reaſonable, that the Main of it was thought of and earneſtly 
e wiſhed for by the wiſeſt Heathens * ; that its Docttines, if 
e they were not true, are of that ſublime and heavenly Nature 
0 as to make every wiſe and good Man admire them, and 
4 with they were true; that its Proofs are the moſt irreſiſtible 
that ever were laid before Mankind upon any Occaſion, viz. 
tv the Completion of almoſt innumerable ancient Prophecies in 
* dur Saviour's own Perſon, ſome written ſeveral thouſand 
15 Years before his Appearance, beſides thoſe given by himſelf, 
the Completion of many of which is unqueſtionable; the Per- 
ity formance of almoſt innumerable Miracles by him and his 
een Apoſtles; the Atteſtation of his Reſurrection by Multitudes, 
ty, ſome of whom performed many Miracles, and at laſt gave their 
and Lives in Atteſtation of the Truth of it, in which it was im- 
cred poſſible they themſelves ſhould be deceived ; and as plain from 
Sa- the miſerable Lives and Deaths they expoſed themſelves to by 
ever their Adherence to this Religion, that they could have no 
and Deſign of impoſing upon others? What avails it, that the 
avere hrm Belief and ſtrict Obſervance of Chriſtianity would raiſe 
. the Human Nature almoſt to the Pitch of the Angelic? It is 
the ſingle Objection, of its fixing beyond Diſpute the Bounds 
6. of of Right and Wrong, and pointing its Can directl 
* Right a Wrong, p 8 annon directly 
fare wanlt our favourite Luſts and Paſſions, that dilguſts us at it, 
He ad puts us upon ſo many wretched Shifts to prove that falſe 
e Was which we dare not allow to be true. 
eople. s there a Fop in any of the Inns of Court, whoſe Reading 
ace of goes no farther than the Pamphlets he ſubſcribes for at the 
1ips of Coffee-houſe, or an Oxonian iu his ſecond Year, whoſe Know- 
> Py lege ſerves only to enable him to call a Horſe, a Houſe, or a 
I 5. Table, 
e every 8 EIS — 
1enever . 
m ſuch * See Dr. Clarke's Evidence of Natural and Revealed Religion, 
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Table, by a different Word, in Latin, Greet, and French, 
that does not take upon him to caſt Reflections on the awful 
and ſolemn Doctrines of the Chriſtian Religion, and this in 
the very Age, in which a Newton, a Clarke, and a Locke, (a 
Triumvirate which no Age fince the Appearance of Chriſtia- 
nity can excced) have declared their Belief, and exerted the 
utmoſt Force of their Genius in demonſtrating the Truth of 
it, and without even pretending to have found out one new 
Difficulty in it, one Fallacy in the Arguments fcrmerly ap- 
plied in Defence of it, or ſo much as knowing the beſt Ob- 


jections againſt it, much leſs the ſatisfying Anſwers which 


have been made to theſe Objections. 
Nor does the Irreligion of the Age appear more ſhocking 


in any ſingle Inſtance, than in the modern Education ot 


Youth ; for from thence there is no manner of Proſpect of 
any Cure of the Evil; but on the contrary, every Appear- 
ance of Religion's ſinking more and more in the Nation with 
every ſucceeding Generation, It is notorious, that the Immo- 
rality of the Youth of one of our Univerſities is grown to ſuch 
a Height, that it deſerves at this Day more properly to be 
ſtyled, The Seat of the Vices, than of the Muſes. Nor 
is it to be doubted, but that it is in the Power of th: 
learned Gentlemen, who have the Charge of the Youth at that 
Univerſity, to remedy, or at leaſt in a great Meaſure to re- 
ſtrain this Evil. I ſhould be glad to hear of any Number 
of Schoolmaſters, public or private, who make a Conſcience 
of teaching the Children committed to their Charge to form 
rational Conceptions of the Chriſtian Religion, or of the Du- 
ties of common Morality ; for, having made ſome Enquiry 
myſelf into the general Practice of Inſtructors of Youth, 
I muſt own I have, to my great Concern, found that they 
have generally thought they had diſcharged their Duty to 
them, if they made them Scholars, though they did not ule 
the leaſt Endeavour to make them Chriſtians, or honeſt Men, 
At this Rate, how many Ages,Jupon a reaſonable Computation, 
may any Senſe of Religion be expected to remain in this un. 
happy Country (if Heaven ſhould ſuffer us ſtill to hold our Place 
among the Nations) ſince every riſing Generation falls behind 
their — in the Knowledge and Practice of it? 

To what a deplorable State of Irreligion muſt that Nation 
be reduced, in which many of the Men, who ſhould be br 
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Nation, whether ſuch a Thing is now to be heard of any 
where in Town and Country, as a Converſation, in which 
religious Subjects are the prevailing ones, kept up with any 
Reliſh or Satisfaction in any mixed Company; and whether, 
on the contrary, they don't find, that the few, who love ſuch 
Subjects of Converſation, are obliged carefully to avoid them 
in all but ſclect Companies, as generally diſagrecable. It is a 
wiſe and juſt Saying of our Saviour, „ Out of the Abundance 
“ of the Heart the Mouth ſpeaketh.” Were there as much 
Love of Religion in our Hearts as there is of worldly Ho- 
nour, Profit, or Pleaſure, our Converſation would ſavour as 
much of it, as now it does of them. 

Another fearful Inſtance and Effect of the Irreligion of the 
Age, is the horrid Contempt of judicial Oaths exacled at en- 
tring upon almoſt every Office, from the higheſt down to 
that of a Scavenger, with thoſe of the Cuſtom-houſe and 
Exciſe, and thoſe yet more ſhocking, if yoſitble, which are 
required at Elections for Members of Parliament. 

What makes this Particular the more deplorable, is, that 
theſe Oaths anſwer no Purpoſe, but to lay a Load of Guilt 
upon the Nation: For it is not to be ſuppoſed that any Perſon 
who has not Virtue enough to reſiſt the Temptation of a 
Bribe, or of defrauding the Revenue, or of betraying his 
Truft, will have Virtue enough to refuſe an Oath he does 
not intend to keep, to anſwer a preſent Purpoſe ; eſpecially 
conſidering how little Solemnity or Significancy there is 
in the From of the Oath, and in the manner of admini- 
ſtring it, which accordingly ignorant and thoughtleſs People 
ſwallow with the greateſt Indifference, regarding the kiſſing 
of the Book no more than as a mere infignificant Cete- 
mony. 

For proving the Frequency of the ſhocking Crime of Per- 


jury, there needs no curious Enquiry, nor dirty raking into 


dark Scenes of Corruption. Whoever knows any thing of 
Elections, and Cuſtom-houſe Practices, knows that there it 
walks in open Day- light; that a great many thouſand E- 
lectors muſt be perjured at every Election, of which the 
many ſtrict Laws againft Bribery ſhew the Senfe of the Le- 
giſlature itſelf ; that Cuſtom-houſe Oaths are become a ſtand- 
ing Term of Ridicule ; and that the Oaths taken upon en- 


tring on moſt Places and Offices, are taken without ſo much 
22 
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as being intended to be kept, many of them being fo ſtrict, 2 
to render it almoſt impraCticable to keep them. 


3 


ö 
1 Good God! what a Scene of Perjury.is here. And how 
| great muſt be the Mercy of the inſulted Being, who ſuffers 
p ſuch a wicked People to live upon his Earth, without com- 
h manding her to open her Mouth and ſwallow us up ! 
n If there is not a more daring Crime committed among 
s Men, than calling the God of Truth to witneſs a Falſhood ; 
e if no Crime ever was more frequent in any Nation than 
en Perjury is in England at this Day; and if the abovemention- 
0- ed Oaths, to which all this Perjury is owing, are of no man- 
as ner of Advantage for preventing Bribery, Infidelity in Offices, 
or Frauds to the Prejudice of the Revenue ; if all theſe Things 
he are ſo, and if it be not yet Time to conſider of a ſpeedy 
en- Redreſs of this Grievance, I know not when it will. 
10 If there were any Love of Religion or Piety leſt among us, 
and it would appear from the Fulneſs of the Places of public 
are Worſhip, and from our conſtant keeping up among us the 
Practice of worſhipping God in private Families. But we 
- ſhew by our Indifference to every Thing that has the leaſt 
FUE 


Reliſh of Religion in it, that we have forgot the God that 
rlon made us. Indeed we are now grown ſo very polite, that we 
of 2 are above aſking a Bleſſing of Him who only can beftow it 
bis upon the common Comforts of Life, or thanking Him, whoſe 


does Creatures we have been conſuming, for his Bounty in feeding 
cially and ſupporting us. 
re Þ8 Should I pretend to give a View of the Wickedneſs of the 
mini Theatre, I ſhould not know where to begin, or to what 
*cople Length the Subject would carry me. For whether I inſiſted 
ciflune on the Leudneſs or Impiety of moſt of the Plays themſelves, 
Ceie- on the infamous Characters of the Actors and Actreſſes, on 
the ſcandalous Farces they commonly tag the graveſt Plays 
| Per. with, or above all, on the inhumanly impudent Dances and 
g into Songs, with which they lard them between the Acts; I fay, 
ing : which ſoever of theſe Particulars I infiſted on, each of them 
jere | 


would furniſh Matter for a great many Pages ; and much 
ind E- more, if I ſhould enter upon a full View of them all. In- 
ch the deed the Theatre is at preſent on fuch a Footing in Eng- 
he Le. land, that it is impoſſible to enter it, and not come out the 
; ftand- WM worſe for having been in it; for now a-days, a good Play 
on en- is no other than a Trap to draw in the Modeſt and Innocent, 
) much toa Love of Theatrical Entertainmerits; and the Minds of 

de SpeQtators are not the ſafer from being polluted and de- 
D 2 baucheds 
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them, even while an Enemy is laying waſte our Country, and 
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bauched, tho' the Play itſelf be in the main decent and mo- 


deft ; ſince the ingenious Contrivance of the Managers entire- 
ly prevents the good Effect of any worthy Sentiment expreſſed 


in the Play, by introducing a painted Strumpet at the End 


of every Act, to cut Capers on the Stage in ſuch an impu- 
dent and unwomanly Manner, as muſt make the moſt ſhock- 
ing Impreſſions on every Mind; and leſt the Audience ſhould 
chance in ſpite of all this to carry away ſomewhat that might 
make their Hearts the better, a ludicrous and ſhameleſs Farce 
concludes the whole, and with one Stroke eraſes all the little 
Traces of virtuous Sentiments that were formed by the Play 
itſelf, 

I only beg leave to ask you, my dear Countrymen, for 
what Purpoſe you ſupport a ſacred Order of Men to teach 
you the pure and holy Laws of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
at the ſame time encourage by your Countenance and yout 
Riches a Sett of the very Dregs of Human Nature, who 
make it their Buſineſs to debauch your Minds by their leud 
Compoſitionsand wantonGefticulations,to fill them with impure 
and vile Ideas, and to diſappoint the moſt diligent Endeavours of 
a Chriſtian Miniſtry ? Surely it can never be conſiſtent with 
common Senſe to ſupport in the ſame Country one Order of 
Men for the Propagation of Virtue and Religion, and another 


for the Deſtruction of them; to maintain one Sett of People 


for promoting a Reformation of Manners, and another for 
promoting an univerſal Corruption, 

It is the Saying of a great Man of the laſt Age, That upon 
ſome Accounts it were better that wicked Men would fairly 


' renounce Chriſtianity, than continue to profefs it, and at the 


ſame time diſgrace it by their ſcandalous Lives. And indecd 
it could be no ſuch Matter of Grief to good Men to fee 3 
Nation of Barbarians over-run with Vice and Debauchery, 3s 
to ſee this Kingdom, once illuſtrious for its Purity in Doctrine 
and Practice, celebrated for its Martyrs, and which pretends 
to be the grand Bulwark of the Proteſtant Religion; to ſee 
this Kingdom, I ſay, thus ſunk to a Pitch of Wickedneß 
and Leudneſs in its publick Entertainments, which at Athens, 
where they worſhipped the unknown God, would have 
thrown the celebrated Diverſions of the Stage into utter Dil- 
grace. | 

And are theſe the favourite Pleaſures that ſo wholly ingrols 
and bewitch a Chriſtian Nation, that we cannot live without 


expectel 


[thens, 
have 
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expected every Hour at our very Gates? For my Part, I 
cannot ſay I am ſure, whether, if it had been our miſerable 
Fate to have had our Metropolis burnt to the Ground, and 
the Inhabitants put to the Sword by the Rebels, they would 
not have found us upon their Arrival engaged in hearing Mu- 
fick and ſeeing Plays, and whether Numbers had not been 
ſent by them directly from the Play-Houſe into another 
World “. 


* 'That I may not appear ſingular in my Sentiments upon Thea- 
trical Entertainments, I will add the Judgments of a few (out of 
innumerable that might be inſerted) of the wiſeſt Men of ancient 
and modern Times, which will ſtrengthen what I have ſaid. 

We are told by Plutarch, that the great and wiſe Legiſlator So- 
lin, upon ſeeing ſome of Theſþis's Pieces acted, ſtruck his Staff 
«* againſt the Ground, to ſhew his Diſlike ; as apprehending, that 
«* theſe idle Stories, from Theatrical Repreſentations, would ſoon 
become Matters of Importance, and have too great a Share in 
Lite.“ 

The Author of the Dialogue on the Orators makes this Juſt Re- 
mark on the Character of the Raman People; © There are certain 
* Vices peculiar to this City, [ Rome] which ſeem almoſt conceived 
with them in their Mother's Wombs; ſuch as the Taſte of Thea- 
* trical Shews, Gladiators, and Horſe- races. Are not theſe almoſt 
the only Subjects of Converſation among the young People, and 
mdeed in all Companies ? Is it probable, that a Mind intent 
upon, and in a Manner beſieged by theſe trifling Amuſements, 
ſhould be very capable of applying to ſerious Studies?“ Relliv's 
Ant. Hiſt. Vol. II. p. 251. | 

* Of what Advantage (ſays Plutarch) have Tragedies been to 
* Athens ? We find, that the Prudence of Themiſtocles incloſed 
the City with ſtrong Walls; that the Fortitude of Mzi/tiades 
* preſerved its Liberties; and that the Conduct of Cimon gained 
* it the Empire of all Greece. If the Poctry of AZ/chylus, Sephacles 
* or Euripides, have obtained equal Advantages for the City of 
* Athens by delivering it from unpending Calainities. I conſent 
that Dramatic Pieces be ranked with 'Trophics of Victory; the 
Poetic Scenes with the Fields of Battle; and the Compoſitions 
* of the Poets with the Exploits of the General.” He concludes, 
that it was the greateſt imprudence for the Athenians to prefer 
Pleaſure to Duty, the Paſſion for the Theatre to the Love of their 
Country, trivial Repreſentations to the Application to publick Bufi- 
neſs, and to conſume in uſeleſs Expence and tragic Entertainments 
the Funds intended for the Support of Fleet, ad Armies. Accord- 
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And now, my dear Countrymen, what remains, or what 
more is in the Power of any private Perſon, than, after havin 
thus laid before you a brief View of the National Guilt that 
has brought the late Troubles into our Land, to contlude this 

little 


— — * 


ingly King Philip of Macedon, inſtructed by the Greeks themſelves, 
knew to take the Opportunity of their Effeminacy, and to wreathe a 
Yoke round the Necks of all Greece and Afia. See Juſtin, Book 
VIL chap. 6. 

The Wiſdom of the Roman Legiſlature, foreſeeing the fatal 
Effecis of Theatric Entertainments upon the Genius of the People, 
ordained by a ſtanding Law, that no Theatre ſhould laſt above 
one Month, viz, during the Time of the publick Shews, though 
erected at ever fo great an Expence, ſo that even that of M. Scan- 
rus, Which muſt have coſt above a Million of our Money, under- 
went the ſame Fate. Pompey however had Power enough to break 
through this wiſe Regulation, and was the firſt that ever erected a 
perpetual Theatre, with Seats, which had never before been per- 
mitted, leſt the People ſhould have defired to indulge themſelves too 
much in thoſe Diverſions. It is very well known that from this 
Period the Roman Virtue declined apace, and never recovered 
itſelf. 

Hear what the great Biſhop Burnet (than whom no Man better 
knew Human Nature) ſays of the Stage. 

*© The Stage is the great Corrupter of the Town, and the bad 
People of the Town have been the chief Corrupters of the 
«© Stage, who run moſt after thoſe Plays that moſt defile the 
stage. Ihe Poets pretend their Deſign ivt0 diſcourage Vice; 
* but they really do recommend it in the moſt effeftual Manner. 
It is a Shame for our Nation and Religion, to ſee the Stage ſo 
„ refarmed in France, and fo polluted ſtill in England. Till 
another Scene appears, certainly our Plays are the greateſt De- 
bauchers of the Nation.“ Concluſion of Burnet's Hiſt, 

I ſhall add to Biſhop Burnet's, the Thoughts of one of the kind- 
eſt, moſt judicious and beſt Men that this World ever produced, 
who never ſaid a hard Thing, but when the Good of Mankind re- 
quired it, I mean Archbiſhop Tillotſon, who in his Diſcourſe againſt 
corrupt Communication, ſpeaking of Plays, ſays, They are in- 
* tolerable, and not fit to be permitted in a civilized, much leſs 
* in a Chriſtian Nation. They do moſt notoriouſly miniſter both 
* to Infidelity and Vice, By their Profaneneſs they are apt to inſtill 
* bad Principles into the Minds of Men, and to leſſen that Awe 
* and Reverence which all Men ought to have for God and Reli- 
gion. And by their Leudneſs they teach Vice, and are apt to 
«« infe& the Minds of Men, and diſpoſe them to leud and diſſolute 
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it little Tra& by earneſtiy calling upon each particular Rank in 
5 the Nation to exert themſelves in their publick and private 
al Stations for bringing about that general Reformation, which 
K is neceſſary for averting a final and extirpating Judgment. 
le [ only beg leave, firſt, to recount ſome remarkable Deliverances 
= this Kingdom has had from the immediate Hand of God to 
ſhew you what you owe him on the Score of mere Gratitude 
, alone, if there were no other Engagement upon you. 
ES To take no notice of the many wonderful Preſervations of 
ok the Life of Queen Elizabeth, of immortal Memory, from 
5 almoſt innumerable Plots of the Papiſts againſt her Liſe, 
le, (which were in eftect the Preſervation of this Nation from 
we Popery and Slavery) ſince the Year 1588, a Period of little 
gh more than one hundred and fifty Vears, it is eaſy to ſhew 
au- that this Nation bas been ten or twelve different Times in 
ler- imminent Danger of the total Deſtruction of its Liberties 
eak civil and religious, and as often been delivered by immediate 
— and indiſputable Interpoſitions of Divine Providence. 


In the Year 1588, K. Philip of Spain ſent againſt us a Fleet 
of ſuch Force, that he did not ſcruple impiouſly to call it, 
The imvincible Armada; nor indeed had the World ll that 
Time ever ſeen ſuch a powerful Naval Armament. The 
Seas were overſpread with their Sails, and the Ocean groaned 
with their Weight. Scarce had they diſplayed their Pride, 
to the inviting Gales, when He, who holds the Winds in his 
Treaſures, let them looſe upon the Face of the grrat Deep. 
He commanded them to lift up the ſtormy Waves of the 
dea. They mounted up to the Heavens, they went down to 
the Deeps ; their Souls melted within them becauſe of their 
Trouble. The Almighty triumphed over them gloriouſly. 
Their Fleets and their Wargiors he caſt into the Sea. They 
ſunk to the Bottom as a Stone. His Right-hand became 
glorious in Power ; his Right-hand daſhed in pieces the E- 
nemy, 

The pious Queen, who then ſwayed the Engli/ Sceptre, 
ſerupled not to aſcribe the Glory of this Victory to the im- 
mediate Interpoſition of Heaven, ordering a Medal to be 
both ſtruck with this Inſcription, 4+ He blew with his Wind, and 
inſtill * they were ſcattered . | 
- Awe In the Year 1596 another Attempt was made by the 


Reli. Power to tate a Deſcent upon England with à very 
=_ formidable 
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formidable Naval Armament. ** But a violent Storm ariſing 
e in the midſt of the Voyage, ſeveral of the Ships were loſt, 
&« and the reſt fo diſperſed, that the Fleet was rendered un- 
« ſerviceable for this Year. Thus Elizabeth had the Pleaſure 
« of hearing, that it was diſabled from hurting her, before 
4c ſhe knew of its ſailing *.“ The Winds in their Courſes 
fought for England, He that is mighty hath done glorious 
Things for us ; he hath ſcattered the Proud in the Imagine. 
tion of their Hearts. He hath taken our Enemies in the very 
Snare themſelves had laid for us. | 

In the Year 1605, when that infernal Power, who has long 
been drunk with the Blood of Saints and Martyrs, found her 
curſed Machinations againſt us diſappointed ; ever thirſting, 
ever inſatiable of Proteſtant Blood, ſhe reſolved to ftrike 2 
Stroke, which might at once cut off the Hopes of all who op- 
poſed her Intereſt in this Land, by hurrying our King and 
ſome hundreds of the principal Men and chief Rulers of the 
Nation, out of the World by one Exploſion of a Mine of 
Gun-powder +. Deeply was the Plot laid, and dark and 
ſecret was the helliſh Contrivance : But that Eye, from which 
the Darkneſs hides no more than the Light, before which 
Hell is raked and Deſtruction uncovered, ſaw all their horrid 
Combinations, confounded their Devices, and brought them 
in Ruin and Vengeance upon their own Heads f. 

From the Year 1685 to 1688 we ſaw our Royal Seat filled 
by a Popiſh Prince ||, and his Court and many principal Places 
of Power and Truſt by Perſons devoted to the ſame Intereſt. 
We ſaw the Laws of England, the Barriers of our Freedom, 
broken; a ſtanding Army eſtabliſhed to force a deviliſh Religi- 
on and an arbitrary Government down our Throats; our Church 
put under the Inſpection of Popiſh Biſhops, and her true 

g Pꝛoteſtant 


—— 


* The Words of Rapin, vol. II. p. 146. 

+ Thence called the Gun-powder Plot, being a Popiſh Scheme 
for blowing up the Parliament-houſe. 

t It was diſcovered by the Miſcarriage of a Letter to a part. 
cular Nobleman, whom they were willing to ſave from the general 
Deſtruction. For (ſays Rapin) God abhorring ſo deteſtable 3 
© Plot, inſpired one of them with a Deſire to * William Lord 
« Monteagle, &c.” By a Letter ſent to him the Whole was found 
out and defeated. Ropzy, vol. II. p. 170. 

| King James IT, 
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8 Proteſtant Fathers and Overſeers diſcarded and impriſoned *- 
k We ſaw a bloody Inquiſition ſetting up in our Country, tho 
1 under a ſoſter Name +, and begun to feel the Iron Teeth of 
re that mercileſs Religion t. 

re Theſe were Scenes of Gloomineſs and Darkneſs. Theſe 
es were Days of Horror and Deſpair. How didſt thou then, 
us fair Liberty, and thou ftar-crown'd Religion ||, lift thy 
ba- ſtreaming Eyes to Heaven, and how didſt thou. O my Coun- 


7 try, faint with thy deadly Wounds, how didſt thou lie all 
pale and ghaſtly, wallowing in thy Blood. Come glorious 


ng Deliverer, come immortal William; for thee is reſerved the 
her Honour of ſaving a miſerable Nation from fpiritual and tem- 
ng, poral Slavery. He came; he ſaw; he delivered. The in- 
e 2 conſtant Winds ſeemed proud to ſerve him, and the ſwelling 
op- Floods ſmoothed their Rage to waft him over. They varied 
and and calmed in the Minute when he needed them, and his 
the Fleet was carried proſperouſly through the Seas, while that 
e of Wl of the Enemy was ſhut up in Port. The Winds breathed 
and a gentle and favourable Gale, till his Fleet was ſecured, and 
hich then broke in a violent Storm upon that, which came againſt 
hich him, They were ſcattered and forced into Ports,, and their 


orrid Wi Hopes and the Fears of the Proteſtants at the ſame time ex- 


them Wl tinzuiſhed F. 

In the Year 1699 when ia the bloody Field of Boyne our 
filled WW heroic Deliverer ** was bravely ſhewing his Love of this 
Places Country and his Contempt of Death, in its moſt dreadful 
tereſt, Ferm; while thouſands fell at his right Hand and his left, 
dom, Wi the ſure Meſſenger of Death ++ paſſed ſo near him as to vio- 
Leligi- lite his ſacred Perſon ; but at the fame time paſſed guiltleſs of 
urch bis important Life. A ſure Proof that the Eye of Provi- 


true 


tence watched over him, and that the Hand of God was 
teſtant 


5 around 
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* Seven Biſhops put in the Tower for preſenting a Petition to 
Scheme Ne King in favour of Religion and Liberty, 
f N + Commiſſion fer Eccleſiaſtical Affairs. 
a party I Several hundreds arbitrarily executed by Judge ee, and 
general General Kirk, 
eſtable 3 Rev. x11. 1. : 


am Lord \ See Biſhop Burne!'s Accounts, who was himſelf in the Fleet, 


as found burner Hiſt. vol. I. p. 787. 
King William. : 
1 A Cannon-Ball which graz'd his Shoulder, Burnet's Hiſt. 
A. II. p. 59. | 
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Patriots and of that excellent Prince who wrought our De- 


. contrary to them, but ſo favourable to us, that our whe]: 
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around lim to ward off every fatal Blow. For had he fallen 
at that critical Time, the glorious Labours of thoſe worthy 


liverance, had been loſt; the Hopes of the Proteſtants daſh- 
ed ; the Revolution again unhinged, and Popery again let 
looſe upon us. | 

in the Year 1692 a formidable Armament was brought to 
the oppolite Coalt *, and embarked to invade us, when we were 
in no Condition to reſiſt it Fk. The Fleet was even go 
into our Seas before ours was ready to receive them: but itz 
Courſe was ſoon ſtopped, and that for ſome time, by Wind: 


Force . was brought together before they could advance. 
Upon this followed the moſt glorious Naval Victory Egle 
ever gained, with the Deſtruction of the beſt Part of thc 
Enemy's Fleet on their Coaſt and in their very Sight. In 
this whole Affair there was ſuch àConjunction of extraordi- 
nary Interpoſitions of Providence, that he, who had thc 
greateſt Share in the Action ||, thought it no Diminution d 
his Honour to reckon up a whole. Train of them, and to c- 


knowledge, that the Succeſs of that happy Day was owing f 


to the immediate Hand of God. 8 5 
This fatal Defeat of our Enemies ſeemed ſufficient to ſœ i 
us from all Apprehenſions for ſome Lime: but they again} . 
reſolved in the Year 1696 to make another Attempt, and tha 5 
upon a ſurer Footing, with the additional Improvemer p- 
of an Aſlaflination 4, to make way for it. This black Cor 1 
trivance, worthy only of France or Rome, was diſcovere * 
but two Days before it was to have been executed by lo wh 
who were practiſed on to engage them in it. And as the De pre 
ſign was thus diſappointed at home; ſo by a kind Providenq wit 
our Fleet, which was deſigned to be ſent to a very geg fe 
| Diſtance 
6 . 
* Cherbourgh and La Hogue. — 
„If the Winds had favoured the French, they theme! 
„Would have brought us the firſt News of their Deſign. — Il y. 
Words of Biſhop Bur net in his Hiſt. vol. II. p. 93. 
Admiral Ruſtl. ; 1 
+ Of K. Villiam. There was alſo a Deſign on foot of the fa Ix 
ſort in the Year 1092: but I paſs it over; the immediate Inte! ry 


fition of Providence for defeating it being leſs clear and more hal 
to be diſputed than in the preſent Cale. See Burnet's Hiſt. vol. 
p. 95. And p. 148, of another Aſfliſſination- plot. 


— 


1 1 8 . 3 = "WS + if 
ee 


N 
=> 


* 


Were 
n got 
wt its 
V ind; 
whole 

ance. 
ng la Yd 
F the 
3 
raordi- 
d the 
tion cd 
to a0 
owing 


to free 
7 ava IN 
nd thal 
vemen 
k Con 
covere 

Tor 
he De 


yyidenc 


ry ore. 


iſtance 


the lil 
e Inter] 
ore nal 


. vol.! 


ES 1 


Diſtance, was kept in cur Ports by croſs Winds, contrary to 
what 1s ordinary at that Seaſon of the Year. And then the 
ſame Perſon who formerly had the Command, when the 
fame Enemy was defeated, took it upon him again, and went 
with our Fleet toward their Coaft, till they ſaw the Deſt on 
impracticable, and diſperſed themſelves F. 

Another remarkabe Criſis was in the Year 1714 *. It ia 
very well known to Numbers now alive, that the reſtleſs and 
indefatigable Enemies of the Proteſtant Religion and our pre! cnt 
happy Eftabliſhment had for a conſiderable time been under- 
mining them, and ſecretly working their Ruin ; that their 
Schemes were in the above-mentioned Year in great Forward - 
neſs; too many Well-wiſhers to that Intereſt, from which we 
have every thing to fear, having wormed themſelves into the 
Court of Queen Anne, and into Places of great Power and 
Iufluence; that ſeveral violent Steps were actually taken, the 
ſure Preſages of what we had to expect; that all things were 
going forward in the faireſt Manner they could deſire for re- 
ducing us again under the Power of the ſame Family we had 
been before obliged to exclude from the Br:t;/ Succefiion, a 
Family educated in Principles of Cruelty and Blood, and be- 
lides exaſperated by their late Diſgrace. Heaven at this dan- 
gerous JunAure again looked down upon us. Death was ſent 
in the critical Moment to cut ſhort the Royal Life, before the 
fatal Schemes were ripe for bringing in a Popiſh Pretender to 
fill the Throne T. The Conſequence of which remarkable 
Providence was, that the Affairs of England immediately went 
into another Channel. The Schemes of the diſaffected Party 
were unhinged, and the illuſtrious Father of the auguſt Prince, 
who now happily {ways the Sceptre over us, came in time to 
prevent them, and once more baffle their Pretenſions; and this 
without ſo much as a ſingle Blow ſtruck or one Drop of Blood 
ſhed to make way for his Acceflion. 

The famous Year 1715 þ is yet freſh in the Memory of 
many among us. We have not yet forgot how the inſulting 


ä 
* 


. Ibid. P- 164, Se. 

* See Rae's 9 of the Rebellion. 

+ The FJacobire Party openly declared, that had the Queen lived 
ix Weeks loner, god Things continued as they then were, their 
Schemes had Leu re. y for Exccution. 

I Ibid, | 2 
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Enemy plumed themſelves with as ſanguine Hopes of gaining 
their Point, as tho' they had never been once diſappointed, 
We have not forgot that they raiſed in our Country an Army 
of Rebels, which almoſt ſhook the Pillars of the Britich 
Throne. It is alſo very well known, that they placed their 
chief Dependance on that ambitious Power *, which has all 
along been the Patron of their baffled Cauſe : And what the 
Conſequence muſt have been, if Providence had ſuffered 
France to land a powerful Body of Forces to ſecond them, 
while the whole regular Force in the Nation did not amount 
to ten thouſand Men, is very obvious. But he, who at his 


Pleaſure cuts ſhort the diſtant Proſpects of ambitious Men, 


who has in his Hand the Breath of the mightieſt Monarchs, 
by one timely Stroke put an End to the Life of a King + who 
had been for threeſcore Years the Plague and Scourge of Eu- 
rope, reduced his Kingdom to the precarious State of a Mino- 
rity, and diſabled it from lending that Aſſiſtance to our Ene- 
mies, which they expected. The Upſhot was, that an caly 
Conqueſt gave them into our Hands; a few the Government 
puniſhed ; but a much greater Number their unequalled Lenity 
ſpare! ; which Lenity they have requited by their late ungrate- 
tul and brutal Attempt to overturn the very Government to 
which ſome of them owe their Lives. 

It is alſo freſh in our Memories, how the ſame implacable 
Power, that has fo long been the Fire-brand of Chriſtendom, 
only in February 1743 got together againſt us an Embarka- 
tion conſiſting of fixteen thouſand Men, with Arms for the 
Friends of the Jacobite Intereſt in our own Country, to the 
Number of many thouſand- Stands beſides. That they wer? 
ſuffered hut juſt to peep out of their Harbours, and were pre- 
ſently by a Storm wrecked, ſunk, and daſhed on the Shore; 
that the Bodies of many Hundreds were taken up on the 
French Colt, and that the Fleet was totally diſabled from 
hurting us, before we ſet ſail to attack it 1. As if that kind 
Providence, which fo tenderly watches over us, had been un- 
willing to let us take the Trouble of conquering our Ene- 
mies, or run the Hazard of ſuffering * from them, 


— 
+ Lewis XIV. of Fronce. 
See the Gazettes of February and March 1743. 
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y and choſe rather to bid us “ ſtand fill and fee the Salvation 
| « of God.” 

y The laſt remarkable Interpoſition of Providence in our 
h Favours, that I ſha!) mention, is what has given Birth to this 
ir Addreſs. An Interpoſition neither leſs kind nor leſs conſpi- 
ll cuous than any of the above-mentioned, and which I hope 
1e neither we nor our Children ſhall ever ſuffer to ſlip out of 
>d our Memories, nor its good Effects on our Lives and Con- 
n, duct to ceaſe ; but that the Year 1745 ſhall be remembred, 
nt among the other memorable Years, with due Gratitude, to 
\is lateſt Poſterity, for a Deliverance from a Dearth of Corn and 
n, a bloody Civil War, or rather a general Maſſacre, of each of 
1s, which we have been this Year within the Diſtance of only 
ho one Fortnight, or perhaps leſs, and from both which the 
u- Hand of God alone hath ſaved us; unleſs any one will pre- 
no- tend, that the Winds and Rains of Heaven are at our Diſ- 
ne- poſal. 

-aly Can we look back upon the hideous Precipice we have ſa 
ent narrowly eſcaped, without Hearts full of Gratitude and ſted- 
nity faſt Reſolutions of future Obedience to our Almighty De- 
ate- liverer? And are not theſe a Sett of Deliverances, which 
t to for their uncommon Nature and Circumſtances may be ap- 


plied as Arguments for a Providence ſufficient to ſilence Infi- 

able delity itſelf ? 
om, And now what ſo reaſonable an Account can be given 
ka- why this peculiar and conſtant Care has been exerciſcd over 
the us, but that Providence has thought fit to ſet this Nation up 
3 a Fence againſt that worldly Eccleſiaſtic Power, whoſe 
Bulineſs has ever been to ſubvert all true Religion and Moral 
Virtue, and which has for theſe twelve hundred Years been 
ſcattering Delution, Impiety, Corruption, Fire, Sword, and 
Deſolation over the Kingdoms of the Earth. I know it is 
not in the Eye of Heaven of ſuch Conſequence, what par- 
ticular Set or Subdiviſion of Religion a Nation or Perſon is of, 
where due Reverence is had to thoſe Laws he hath eſtabliſhed 
by his ſacred Meſſenger, who came to be the Light of the 
World. But the Difference between the Popiſh and Pro- 
teſtant Religions is the ſame that is between Darkneſs and 
ES Light; between incredible Abſurdities and certain Truths; 
between diabolical Cruelty and heavenly Benevolence; be- 
tween Satan and Jefus Chriſt. It is therefore no Wonder, 
though the Almighty has determined to prevent by the moſt 
ingular Interpoſitions the general Eſtabliſhment of this _ 
Nas 
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nal Religion; which would prove the general Eſtablifſiment 
of Irreligion and Vice, and the rooting out of Chriſtianity 
and Morality, And ſhall we, for the ſake of a little guilty 
Pleaſure, and fleeting Amuſement, drop, or give up this pure 
and ſublime Religion, which God himſelf has by ſo many vi- 
{ible Interpoſitions taken care to preſerve among us? I men- 
tion giving up the Prateſtant Religion for Pleaſure, becauſe no- 
thing in the World is ſo likely to open a Door to Popery as 
unbounded Luxury and Voluptuouſneſs ; it being a Religion 
calculated for the Indulgence and Gratification of the Luſts 
and Appetites of Men. 

Let us not flatter ourſelves, that our Work is over, now 
we hope the late Danger is over. It was ſent for a Trial; 
and if it do not work its Effect upon us, it will only make 
way for a more terrible Judgment. We have been, as I ſaid 
before, threatned in this one Year with a Dearth of Corn and 
a Civil War, ſupported by an Invaſion from abroad. The 
Third National Judgment, when Famine and the Sword prove 
inettectual for the Reformation of a People, is commonly 
the Peftilence : And tor God's Sake let us think in Time before 
that terrible Scourge be ſent amongſt us, how we ſhall get tree 
of it, as we hope we are ot the others, National guilt can only 
be puniſhed in this preſent. Life, the Puniſhments in the next 
being for perſonal Guilt. We are not therefore to dream, that 
the Governor of the World will paſs from his uſual Method of 
dealing with Nations, out of any Partiality for us. On the 
contrary, we may aflure ourſelves he will not be always in- 
ſulted ; but will fend ſuch Judgments as ſhall produce cithcr 2 
Reformation or a final Extirpation. 

The preſent JunQure ſeems to be the Criſis that is to de- 
termine the Fate of this once illuſtrious Iſland, and you the 
Perſons in whoſe Power it is, by your good or bad Conduct, 
either to gain your Country that Favour and Protection oi 
Heaven, which alone can ſupport you againſt all your Ene- 
mies, or to draw down upon it that almighty Vengeance, which 
can ſhake the Pillars of the beſt eſtabliſned Empire in the 
World, and lay its Honour and its Pride in Ruins. And for 
the ſake of all that is dear to you, if you have any Regard toi 
your Chiliren, any Love for your Country, any Reverence for 
your Religion, or any Gratitude to your Almighty Deiiverer, 
jet the Time paſt be ſufficient to have loſt in Indolence and 


Pleaſure, and at laſt, before it be too late, reſolve to conſider 
S3:.4 : wil 
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what is to be done for ſaving a ſinking Nation. It will be in- 
grateful, impious and brutiſh to a Degree I hope you are not 
capable of, to deſpiſe ſo many ſignal Warnings, and to make 
no other Uſe of your late remarkable Deliverance, but to 
return with ſo much the more Guſt to your Follies, which 
have been a little, and but a little, interrupted by your Danger. 

There is the more Neceſſity to guard you againſt the 
Danger of giving yourſelves up to impious Mirth and Wan- 
tonneſs upon the Return of your Tranquillity, becauſe it is fo 
well known, what a Flood of Wickedneſs over-ran the Na- 
tion after the Reſtoration of King Charles II. and the Deli- 
verance it brought from Troubles of the ſame Kind as we 
have lately been alarmed with, Nor ought it to be forgot- 
ten, what a Succeſſion of Judgments the Divine Providence 
at that Time brought upon this guilty Land, to ſhew that 
Heaven was diſpleaſed with io monſtrous an Abuſe of ſuch a 
remarkable Deliverance. We engaged in a War with our 


next Neighbours * and beſt Allies, which proved as unſucceſs- 


ful as it was unjuſt, A very conſiderable Part of our Naval 
Strength was deſtroyed by the Fire of the Enemy in our very 
Ports F. A devouring Pettilence was let looſe among us, which 
heap'd our Streets with Dead 7. A {ecarful Conflagration was 
ſuffered to over-power our Capital, and to humble the proudeſt 
City upon Earth to the Duſt ||. And need [ then adviſe you 
to take care how you again provoke ſuch Wrath, and draw 
down ſuch Vengeance upon your Heads? A People may tile 
with Governors of their own ſetting up, and baffle both their 
Laws and the Sanctions annexed to them, which ſeems to 
be the Englih Notion of Liberty; but wo to that People wha 
preſume to trifle with the Almighty Governor of the World. 
Upon you, my Lords and Gentlemen, who hold the firſt 
Ranks in the Nation, whether Sharers in the Legiſlative 
Power, or not ; upon you it lies to begin the general Refor- 
mation, by your ſuperior Example and Influence, which, you 
know, cannot fail to lead the Nation, Let but the Quality 
and Gentry enter into an Aſſociation, to live moſtly in the 
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* The Dutch. 

T The Engli/> Fleet burat by the Dutch at Chatham. See Bur- 
net's Hiſt, Vol. I. p. 242 

t The Plague in London, which cat off an hund;eJl thouſand Pco- 
ple. Ibid. p. 218. 

The Fire of Loudon, Ibid. p. 229 
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Country upon their Eſtates, and within their Incomes ; to 
countenance the publick Worſhip of God, and to ſupport a 
due D-corum in their own Families; and obſerve how long 
Extravinance and Impiety will continue in Britain. In what- 
ever Livht this Matter may appear to People of Birth and 
(2::ality, it is certain they are blameable, not only for their 
own perſonal Faults, but alſo in a great meaſure, for thoſe of 
their Interiors, ſince their bad Example leads a whole People 
aſtray. 

Of you, Right Reverend Fathers of the Church, it is ex- 
pected, that you will neglect no means in your Power for in- 
fluencing the inferiour Clergy, who have the immediate 
Charge of Souls committed to them, to make Conſcience of 
inſtructing their People in their Duty, and of warning them 
againſt the Danger of Popery, of which you know they have 
of late grown exceſſively negligent ; and that you will uſe all 
proper Means for coming at the true Characters of the ſe- 
veral Clergy of your reſpective Dioceſes, and ſhew particular 
Marks of your Favour to ſuch as live exemplary Lives, and 
are diligent in the Execution of their Duty, and do your ut- 
moſt to diſcountenance thoſe whoſe Lives are not at leaſt ſober 
and decent, and who do not ſhew that they have the ſpiritual 
Advantage and Reformation of the Manners of their People 
at Heart. 

I the more chearfully, and with the better Hopes, addreſs 
you upon this Occaſion, Right Reverend Fathers, becauſe | 
have, with great Satisfaction, ſeen ſome of you exert your- 
ſelves gloriouſly in the Cauſe of Religion and your Country, 


ſince the Beginning of the late L'roubles. I ſhould think no 


better Opportunity than the preſent could offer for your laying 
aſide whatever may have the leaſt Appearance of Luxury or 
Superfluity in your Expence, and can any way be ſpared for 
charitable Uſes. I hope, I need not recommend to a Body 
of Chriftian Prelates, the Chriſtian Virtue of Charity, trom 
Conſiderations taken from Scripture: But I will appeal to 
yourſelves, whether, by a hundred Pounds a Year beſtowed 
in Charitics, you are not likely to gain more of the Love and 
Efteem of Mankind, than by a thouſand laid out in the Pomp 
and Grandeur of Life. I mention this, becauſe the uſual 
Pretence for the Biſhops keeping what they call a Rank, and 
making a Figure, is to give them Weight and Authority 
among the People; which End I am ſure, would be much 


more effectually gained, by laying out all above the Conve- 
niencies 
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niencies of Life in judicious and well choſen Charities. Let 
me add, that this Virtue js peculiarly graceful in your facred 
Order, and that you may contribute as much this Way to a- 
verting the Vengeance of Heaven from your Country, as 
| any Way ; according to the Judgment of that Honour of 
| the Chriſtian Prieſthood, Archbiſhop T:/{ztſon, who was him- 
f ſelf a glorious Pattern of this Virtue, ** I have often thought 
e « (ſays he) that the extraordinary Charity of this Nation — 
« next to the infinite Mercy and Goodneſs of Almighty 


: „God, has had a very particular Influence upon our Preſer- 
- vation and Deliverance from thoſe terrible Calamities that 
0 were juſt ready to ruſh in upon us.“ 

of And upon you, Reverend Paſtors of the Church, it is not 
m to be expreſſed, how much depends with Regard to the State 
e cf Virtue and Religion in the Nation. It is certain, no 
1 Rank in it has more Influence in forming the Manners of the 
e- people, unleſs perhaps the Great may be excepted. And it is 
ar likewiſe certain, that no Order of Men in the Nation, has 
nd the Morals of the People committed to their Charge fo im- 
it- mediately as you have. Of your Hands therefore, if our De- 
bet ſtruction be decreed, you may expect a great Part of the Blood 
ual of your expiring Country will be required “. 


If there is any Foundation for hoping that the Divine Pro- 
vidence will not give us up to our Enemies, nor extirpate us 
by an immediate Judgment from his own Hand, it is, that, 
3 ſaid before, we are the only ſeeble Bulwark of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion; and it is to be hoped, it is not the Scheme 
of Providence, that the Proteſtant Religion be ſuffered wholly 
to link. But, if by our vicious Lives we diſgrace our Re- 
lgion, or if by our mad Purſuit of Pleaſure, we drop all Senſe 
of Religion, or if through the Careleſſneſs of our Watchmen 
we degenerate into Popery, why ſhould we hope the Prote- 
ſtant Religion will ſtand as a Fence betwixt us and the Ven- 
geance of Heaven? \ 

Nor js leſs to be expected of you at this important Junc- 
ture, Right Worſhiptul Gentlemen of the Magiſtracy in 
Town and Country, in whoſe Hands the executive Power 
8lotged, It lies wholly in your Breaſts, whether that Body 
of Laws, which regards the Morals of the People, ſhall be a 
Terror and Reſtraint upon Evil-doers, or a gigantic but 
larmlefs Bugbear,” It has long been the Complaint of the 
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moſt judicious, that no Country is better furniſhed with Laws, 
and yet no Country is more lawleſs than England. It is in 

your Power, Gentlemen, to wipe off this Reproach when- 

ever you pleaſe ; for the public Buſineſs may always be done, 

where Magiſtrates know how to command, and will ſee them- 

ſelves obey'd. 

It is wholly in the Power of your numerous and wealthy 
Body, worthy Citizens of London, to regulate the Conduct 
of all the trading Part of the Nation, It you will ſet be- 
fore them a Pattern of Induſtry, Sobriety, and Oeconomp, 
you will ſee how powerful your Example is, and how cloſely 
it is copied by the other trading Cities in the Kingdom. You 
have lately made a glorious Stand for the Support of publick 
Credit. Why ſhould you not make as noble a one for the 
Support of publick Virtue? You have unanimouſly entered 
into Aſſociations for the Defence of your Lives, and your 
Liberties Civil and Religious, againſt a Popiſhb Pretender and 
his Adherents, Why ſhould you not enter into Aſſociations 
for the Reſtoration of the frugal, the induſtrious, the virtuous 
and religious Manners of your Fathers, againſt a Flood of 
Deiſm, of French Foppery, and of bewitching Pleaſure, which 
over-runs the Land ? 

O Lendon, London, how haſt thou degenerated ! Whete 
are now thoſe happy Days, when thy Greatneſs and Superio- 
rity to the other Cities of England, conſiſted more in thy ſu- 
perior Virtue and Piety, than in thy enormous Wealth, 
Trade, and Magnificence. Thou art the chief of the Cities 
of the Earth; thy Merchants are Princes; thy Commerce 
is extended from Sea to Sea, and from the riſing to the ſetting 
of the Sun, Thy Riches have exalted thee to Heaven; 
beware left thy Pride humble thee to the Duſt. For, when 
thy Sins have once brought upon thee the Hour of thy De- 
ſtruction, it will not be in the Power of thy Riches, thy 
Commerce, or thy mighty Fleets to protect thee, much lels 
will the infamous Tools and Panders to thy Luxury and Plea- 
ſure, ſerve to come between thee and the Vengeance which 
hangs over thee, 

It is in your Power, learned Gentlemen, to whom the 
Inſtruction of Youth is committed, by infuſing into their 
Minds a Set of rational Principles of Religion, to do a great 
deal towards providing a riſing Generation to ſerve God, to 
ſupport the Cauſe of Virtue, and to hand down the Prote- 


ftant Religion to Poſtcrity, after you are gone to receive — 
5 Rewar 
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Reward of your pious Labours. And I doubt, whether any 
Thing could give this Country more reaſonable Hopes of the 


Protection of Heaven, than the Proſpect of a ſucceeding 


Generation likely to walk in the Ways of Virtue and Reli- 
gion, for the Sake of whoſe Piety (though only ſeen in Futu- 
rity) God might think fit to ſpare the Nation. 

You, Gentlemen, have the Opportunity of forming the 
Mind, at almoſt the only Time when it is capable of being 
impreſſed; I mean in Youth: For it is to be lamented that 
in this Age of Wealth, Proſperity, and Luxury, the Minds 
of many People who are come to Years, are too ſtubborn 
to be bettered by any kind of Advice, whether given from 
the Pulpit, the Preſs, or in private. I know it is ſaid on this 
Subject, though unreaſonably, that thoſe who have had the 
moſt pious Educations, are often ſeen to go ſhamefully aſtray 
from the good Ways they have been brought up in; and on 
that Account it is pretended, that a religious Education is of 
the leſs Conſequence. The Aſſertion is true, and a melan- 
choly Truth it is. But the Reaſoning upon it is falſe. For it 
is not to be conceived, that a Perſon who has not had his Mind 
tinctured in his Youth with religious Principles, ſhould in any 
future Part of his Life give himſelf up to a religious Prac- 
tice, And therefore a religious Education is abſolutely neceſ- 
ary, if we would give our Youth any Chance of ever be- 
coming pious or virtuous Men. Further, the Advantage of a 
religious Education, upon a rational Foundation, appears even 
in the Courſe which Men of looſe Lives take. Of which 
thoſe, who have not had that Advantage, when they once get 
into the Ways of open Vice and Impiety, having no Principle 
within them, to ſtop them in their Career, are ever ſeen to 
ramble from one Folly to another, till Providence puts an End 
tothe Courſe of their Lives and Impieties at once. But thoſe, 
who have had their Minds tinctured with Principles of Virtue 
and Religion, though they ſometimes miſerably wander from 
the peaceful Ways of Sobriety, overpower'd by Heat of 
Youth and ſtrong Temptation; whenever that youthſul Heat 
adates, and the Temptation loſes its Force, or ſome ſevere 
AﬀiRtion, the Reſult of their Follies, intervenes, are often 
found to return to the Temper of Mind their Education gave 
them, and tread thoſe Paths again which they were formerly 

omed to, | | 

If therefore you will make a Conſcience of giving the 
Youth entruſted to your Care a rational View of the Chriſtian 
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Religion, as it is the New Teſtament, and of that admirable 
Syſtem of Morality communicated to Mankind by it; eſpeci- 
ally, if you will inculcate upon their Minds the Beauties and 
the indiſpenſable Obligation of thoſe ſublime and heavenly Pre- 
cepts contained in that beſt Diſcourſe that ever was made to 
the Sons of Men, or ever will, till He who made it appears 
again, I mean our Saviour's Diſcourſe on the Mount, Matth. 
v. vi. vii. the Law, by which we all are to be judged at the 
laſt Day; if you will do theſe Things carefully and conſcien- 
tiouſly, regarding them as the moſt important Parts of your 
Duty to the Youth whoſe Education is entruſted to you, you 
will then contribute your proper Part toward bringing about 
the national Reformation ſo much wanted at this Day. 

Nor ought I to let ſlip this Opportunity of addreſſing myſelf 
to you, my fair Countrywomen, nor of laying before you a 
View of your proper Duty and the Part you ought to act on 
this Occaſion. The Beauties and Graces of your Perſons and 
your Minds make you the proper Objects of the moſt tender 
Love and Aﬀection of our Sex; and the Ordination of 
Heaven itſelf has put you under our immediate Protection. 
Your Characters as to Virtue and Vice greatly depend on your 
Fathers and Huſbands ; your tender Minds being naturally ſo 
pliant, as to be ſuſceptible of whatever impreſſions are made 
on them by our Sex. It is therefore the more melancholy 
a Conſideration, that by our Neglect of you, from too much 
falſe Indulgence and Fondneſs, your Minds have been ſuffered 
to grow wild, and your Paſſions and Deſires to foot out into 
ſuch Extravagancies, as are altogether unſuitable and ungrace- 
ful in the Female Character. 

It is with Reluctance and Grief I accuſe you; and the 
more becauſe my Accuſation is but too juſt. For it is certain, 
that no ſmall Part of the National Guilt is to be charged to 
your Account. It is by no means to be denied, that in this 
gay and voluptuous Age many of you have given yourſelves 
up a great deal too much to the heightened Pleaſures of Thea- 
trical and Muſical Entertainments, to the Negle& not only 
of all that is ſpiritual and ſacred, but alſo of thoſe domeſtic 
Cares, which are your proper Province. The unavoidable 
Effect of a conſtant Purſuit of the moſt innocent of thele 
publick Diverſions mult be, entirely to pervert your Minds 
from what is the only natural Sphere of Womankind, and 
what you were originally intended for by the Ordination of 
Heaven; for 1 will not ſtick to tell the proudeſt Beauty, tf 
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e ſhines in the Front- box, or in Ronelagb's gay Alcove, be- 
i- decked in all the gaudy Plumage that Female Vanity can con- 
id MW trive to put together, that ſhe was originally formed for the 
e- plain and homely, but neceſſary and endearing Characters of 
to a Wife and a Mother; and that all the various Ornaments 
rs of Pride, which fill her fantaſtic Brain, and disfigure the na- 
th, tive Beauties of her Perſon, and all the giddy Hours ſhe paſles 
he in a Round of guilty Follies, falſely called Pleaſures and Di- 
n- verſions, tend only to make her more and more unfit for what 
Jur Nature deſign'd her for. Believe me, my dear Country- 
ou women, whenever you aim at any Thing elſe than to be du- 
out tiful Daughters, loving Wives, tender Mothers, prudent Miſ- 

treſſes of Families, faithful Friends, and pious Chriſtians, you 
elf aim at ſomewhat that is quite out of Nature, and beſide the 
u 2 Intention of Heaven in making you rational Creatures. Will 
on Vauxhall improve you in Oeconomy and Frugality, or Rane- 


and lagh in the domeſtic Arts that make Families happy? Will 
ader the bombaſtic Rant of the Playhouſe furniſh you with Maxims 


1 of of Prudence, or its obſcene Ribaldry ſtore your Minds with 
ion. the Graces of Modeſty and Virtue? How long muſt you 
your die away to ſoft Strains of Muſic, or ſtudy to enter deeply 
y to into the various Theatric Excellencies of Stage-Heroes and 
nade Heroins, before you will be the fitter Companions for Men 
-holy of Senſe? How long muſt you practiſe curling your Hair, 
nuch fluttering your Fans, and overloading your Perſons with falſe 


Ornaments, before your Converſation will be ever new and 

ever entertaining to a Huſband of Knowledge and Worth ? 
beg leave only to aſk you, Whether there is more of Hap- 
pineſs or Uneaſineſs in the Life you generally live, even 
in your own Experience? Can you ſay you ever come away 
tom the tumultuous Scenes of Pleaſure, which ingroſs the 
Bulk of your Time, without having your Minds diſturbed 
and thrown into a Ferment of irregular and exorbitant De- 
ares, which, if you lived a Life of Sobriety, Peace, and 
Retirement, would never have ſtirred in your Breaſts? Can 
you pretend that the Sight of gorgeous Dreſſes, of gaudy 
Paintings, and all the various . which exquiſite 
Art ſupported by unbounded Extravagance can put together; 
that the hearing of the moſt melting Strains of Mule, and 
of the moſt rapturous and paſſionate Flights of Poetry; can 
jou pretend, I ſay, that theſe have any other Effect upon 
Jou than to fill your Fancies with a thouſand romantic Wiſhes 
3 and 
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and Deſires altogether inconſiſtent with your Station and above 
your Rank in Life, and to make your own Homes dull and 
tireſome to you? Is the Pleaſure of being bowed to by a 
brainleſs Fop in a Side-box equal to the Satisfaction of Mind, 
which ariſes from the judicious Regard of a tender Parent or 
a loving Huſband | What is the Happineſs of being rumpled 
in a Crowd, compared to that of the peaceful Enjoyment of 
the Society of affectionate Relations and Friends, and the En- 


dearments of a Race of promiſing Children? 

If it be certain, that your Fortune chiefly depends upon g 
our being well ſettled in Marriage; if it be certain that a ; 

dy's having a fine Taſte in Pleaſures, and delighting to 0 
paſs her Life in the moſt expenſive Diverſions, ſerves rather 1 
(according to the Judgment of the Male Sex) to qualify her : 
for a Miſtreſs than a Wife; and if it be likewiſe certain, 8 
that at this very Time what chiefly deters the Youth from = 
entering into the Marriage-State is the exceſſive Love of 70 
Idleneſs, Dreſs, and publick Diverſions they obſerve in the bl 
Ladies, to which very few Incomes are equal ; if theſe at 
Things be certain and indiſputable, methinks your Intereſt * 
alone, and the Deſire of being agreeable to the other Sex, gar 
if there were no other Motive, ought to Influence you greatly, wil 
and put you upon correcting your Conduct. I aſſure you, Re: 
however our Sex may flatter you in your preſent Taſte for Cor 
Pleaſure, there are few of them ſuch Fools, as not to know, I 
that a fine Lady, who delights in gadding abroad in Purſuit ul 
of Pleaſure, and when ſhe ſtays at home in having her Houſe dt 
crowded with idle Viſitors, and who is too polite to lend a the 
Hand to promote her Huſband's Buſineſs, or to mind her own ind 


domeſtic Cares, is not in the leaſt fit for being a Wife, but, the } 
inſtead of being a Help meet for a Man, is rather like to bea ot u 
Clog or Incumbrance upon his Affairs. 

But, though I have ſaid, that the unavoidable Effect of your 
haunting the luxurious Entertainments of Plays and Muſic- 
Gardens, is, to pervert your Taſte, and to turn the Bent 
of your Inclinations aſide from your proper Sphere; I have 
not yet mentioned by far the moſt fatal Effect of a Life ſpent 
in this Manner. I appeal to the common Senſe of Mankind, 
whether it is conceivable, that a Lady can frequent the luſci- 
ous Theatre, be a Witneſs of all the Scenes of Impurity, 
and give ear to all the ſhameleſs Leudneſs of that Haunt of 
Vice and Obſeenity, without- having her Mind debauched and 


polluted, which is the ſureſt Prelude to the debauching - os 
erſon. 
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Perfon. Nor indeed would I adviſe any Friend of mine to 


ö make his Addreſſes to one of thoſe gay Ladies, who ſpend 
} much of their T ime at Plays, as I ſhould not think his Ho- 
a nour the ſafer for being in the Power of a Woman, who had 
# drawn her Principles of Modeſty. and Virtue from Drury-Lane 
r or Covent-Garden, But to add no more on this Head ; a Word 
d being enough to the Wile. | 
of From what I have ſaid of the Faults of your Conduct, my 
* dear Country women, you may plainly ſee. what is in your 
Power to do toward the general Reformation I have been re- 
on commending ſo earneſtly, to wit, to correct thoſe Faults. It 
4 is in your 3 to lighten your Country of all that Part of 
to the National Guilt, which your bad Conduct has brought 
er upon it. It is even in your Power to do a great deal toward 
er reforming the other Sex. Virtue, according to the well-known 
in, Saying of the Poet, is doubly amiable in a beautiful Perſon, 
"Mm and you can hardly fail of gaining her ſome Votaries among 
of your Lovers and Huſbands, Upon the whole, if you will re- 
the ſolve to retrench your Extravagancies, to employ your Time 
eſe 


at home in the Works of domeſtic Oeconomy, Charity, Vir- 
reſt tue, and Piety, and in filling up the Place you hold with re- 


ex, gard to your Friends, your Relations, and your God you 
tly, will contribute what is properly in your Power toward the 
ou, Reformation, and conſequently the ſaving of vour unhappy 


for Country. 

Laſtly, my dear Countrymen and Countrywomen in gene- 
ral, it is in the Power of every one of you (from the higheſt 
to the loweſt Rank in the Nation) to do ſomewhat toward 
the general Reformation ; it is in the Power of every Man 
and every Woman in England to reform one, to add one to 
the Number of the truly Virtuous and Religious, for the ſake 
of whom incenſed Omnipotence may be moved to ſpare a 
guilty Nation, and lay the avenging Thunder-bolt aſide. 

If by what I have written I ſhall in any meaſure diſoblige 
or diſguſt, and by that means fail of attaining my Deſign, it 
will give me infinite Concern: For I appeal to Him who 
knows the Secrets of all Hearts, that my Intention is to re- 
form, and not to irritate. 

Theſe are not Times for ſaying ſoft Things; and, if it 
ere not that finding Fault is the moſt diſagreeable Work a 
Man of common Humanity ever engages in, it is eaſy to ſee 
my from the Liſt of epidemical Vices of the Age I 
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Pote 8. moſt of which Fpave only named, that I could hi 
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pun out a Volume upon that ungrateful Subject: But it ih 
<3 my Opinion, that no Man ought & er to write or 2 * tarſh” 
Thi "hz 


ing againſt his Fellow Creatures, ' but when he ſome 
Proſpect of gaining a fuß for Advantage by it: | 
I 'conclude with my hearty Prayers, That God would be 
pleaſed to touch your Hearts, and put you upon-amending 
your Conduct by whateyer Meafis tie may ſee proper, whether 
1 am to Rave the Happineſs of being any way inſtrumental 
to t or not; and'that he would graciouſly accept this poor 
| nig t6 his Hon dur, the Intereſt of the true Religion, and 
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